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ESOP’S FABLES

KapLE 4. —a-j'kef pck and the Jewel.

Asa Cock was sera,tchm)ron a dunghill, he happened
ﬂ m& a precmus jewel, and immediately exclaimed,
at a prize for a jeweller { But to me, a single
grain of rice would bo,of more value than a hundred
such baubles.’t %<« e & .
MoraL. -—{W e show our wisdom when we c]v“’)'se chdt
which is useful, rather than that which is gaudy

- FaBLE 2.«=The Fox and the Cock.

« It was once the misfortune of a Cock to fall in with
a Fox, who was bent on his destruction. The Fox, be-
ing desirous of cloaking his designs, commenced accus-
mg the Cock with being a notbrious disturber, by . con-

“inually screaming and bawljng the whole night through,
so that neither he nor his friends could pursue their
callings in peace: anfl, in shom, the whole neighbour-
hood was deprived of rest by hisharsh and noisy throat:’
Alas ! replied the Cock, you well know that I never
disturb any one without an oocasion. I rejaice at the



dawn of day.¥ I crow to revive the hearts of my wives,
and sound an alarm to inform the industrious that it is
‘time for them to be about their business.y Come, come,
says the Fox, I cannot live on your dialogues, and it is
high time for me tb broakfast. At which he instantly
snatched up the unfortunate Qack, and soon made an
end both,of him and hxs stor&

Morar.—Neither innoc once, copscience, nor reason 1s
sufficient to deter the wicked fromtheir purpose.

FasLe 3.—The Wn' 7 and the Lamb.

As a Wolf was lapping @t the head of a fountain, he
spied a‘lamb drinking at the same time, a good distance
"off down the stream, and away he runs with open mouth,
,and })efrms reviling the Lamb. V 1llmn "how dare you
'muddy the water wlnle I am drinking ? Indeed, says
‘41 poor Lamb, I did not think that my drinking here
§o fir Feiow, could disturb the water so far above. ». Ah,
says the Wolf, I see that you will never leave your
logiogtill your skin is turned over your ears, as your
father s, W was only six months ago, for prating in the
same way to his superiors, which you very well re-
member. If you will believe me, sir, quoth the inno-
oent Lamb, with fear and trembling, I was not born at
that time.” What impertinence! exclaims the Wolf;
hast thou neither shame nor conscience ? But it runs
in the blood of all yous race to hate our family, there-
fore you shall pay the debts of your forefathers. And.
without any more scruples, he tore the mnpcent Lamb
to pieoes.

Morar.—The wicked are never in want of a reason for
“their actions, or an excuse for their folly.



FanLe 4.—The Frogs, the Mice and the ICite.

On a certain time there arose a dreadful quarrel be-
tween the Frogs and the Mice, about the sovereignty of
the lakes; and whilst two of the1r brave champions
were fiercely engaged, down came a Kite pouncing
upon them, bealmv them away together as his prey. -

ittt
Fasre 5.—%he Lion, the Bear, and the For.

A Lion and a Bear, after having fought a long time
over a fawh which they had killed, were so exhausted
that they ®vere glad to parf for a time to recover breath.
At the same instant a cunirgg Fox, passing that way,
and finding both the combyfants sg miserably d1sab}ed
seized the fawn, and scampeled off with the prize. Thaﬁ‘
Lion and the Bear, not being able to help themselves,
made the following reflection :—We have been disput-
ing with each other who should have the booty, till t]:us
trcachelous Fox has robbed us both. }f’ .

Morat to Fisres 4 and 5. —-leputes genera.lly d in
loss to both parties.

A e———
FaBLE 6.—The Dog and the Shadow.

As a Dog was crossing a river with a piece of flesh
in his mouth, he saw, as he thought, another dog under
the water upon the very same adyenture.,, .He, from a
greedy desire to get the other,dog’s portmn, and with-
out considering that what hé saw was “only the reflec-
tion of himself, snaps at the shadow, and loses the sub-
stanoe. '

MboraL.~Covetous men often lose their all, by unla.wful
attempts to gain mord,



FaBLe 7.—The Lion and other Beasts hunting.

A Lion, a Wolf, a Bear, and a Fox, being on a hunt-
ing excursion, agreed that the prey should be equally
shared amongst them. And having caught a stag, it
was divided into feur parts. DBut as thoy were about to
take their shares, Stop, says the Lion, the first is mine,
on account of my dignityz the second I claim for the
pains it cost me to obtain it ; the third I must have, be«
cause I have occasion for it ; and if you dispute the fourth
being my right, I shall contend for it. The others,
not having anything to say, walked off in silence.

Morar.—Unequal alliances,are to bo avoided, as the

powerful frequently study t}aév.r own interest more than the

rights of others. v
—_—

FasrLe 8.—The Wolf and the Crane.

A Wolf, that had a bone stuck in his throat, went
to the Crane, and promised him a considerable re-
trard, * he would take it out for him. The Crane con-
sented, Lnd soon took out the bone for the Wolf, and
ther claimed-the promised reward. What impudence !
says the Wolf: did you put your long neck into the
mouth of a Wolf; and ‘after having brought it out safe
and sound, do you talk of a reward? Why, sir, you
have your head again, and should think that an ample
recompense.

Moxrar.—He who has t> do with dishonest and cruel
men, and escapes free, may think himself well off. Or,
The dishonest and cruel arn also found to be ungrateful.

© Fasre 9.—7T%he Countrymen and the Snake.
One very hard winter a Countryman happened to spy
a Snake under a hedge, almost frozen to ‘death. The
kingd-hearted man took it up, and“cherished it in his bo-



som till he brought it tolifeagain. The animal, feeling
man that had saved its 11fe Thou ungrateful wretch !
exclaimed the man, is that venomous nature of thine
to be satisfied with nothing less than the life of thy
deliverer ?

MORALL ——Eg who serves orconfides in an ungrateful man,
will either be dlsa,ppomted or betrayed N ;

Fasre 10.—The Lion and the Ass.

A stupid Ass was once so impertinent as to mock and
bray at a Lion. The Lion began at first to show his
teeth, and to feel himself insulted; but, upon second
thoughts, he said, Well, jeer on, and be an Ass still;
and remember that it isvthe baseness of your character
that has saved your carcass. .

MonarL.—It is beneath the dignity of great minds to
trouble themselves about the petty' iusults of the vulgar."

Fasre 11.—The Country and the Gz‘ty.sﬁfbuse.

A Country Mouse invited a city friend to a collation,
where everything was furnished that the place afford-
ed; as mouldy ecrusts, cheese—parmgs, musty oatmeal,
mneld bacon, and the like. +The city dame was too well
bred to find fault with her entertainment: notwith-
standing she represented that such a life was unworthy
of herrank ; and letting her friend know how splendidly
she lived, mv1ted her to atcompany her to town. The
Country, Mouse consented, and away they trudged to-
gether, and about m1dn1gfnt got to.their journey’s end..
The City Mouse showed her friend the larder, the pan-
try, the kitchen, and other offices where she laid her
stores ; and after this, carried her into the parlour
where they foumd, yet upon the table, the relics of



that very night’s entertainment. The City Mouse carva
ed for her companion what she liked best ; and so to it
they fell upon a velvet couch.+ The Country Mouse,
who had never seen or heard of such doings before,
blessed herself at the change of her condition, when, as
Iuck would have it, all on a sudden the doorg flew open,
and in came a crew of noisy servants, to feast upon the
dainties that were left. This put the poor mice to their
wit’s end how to save their skins ; especially the stran-
ger, who had never been in such danger before: she-
made shift however, for the present, to slink into a cor-
ner, where she lay trembling and panting till the com-
pany went away, As soon as the house was quiet agdin,
she escaped to her court sister, and said, Well ! if this is
the sauce to your rich meats, 2’11 go back to my cottage
and my mouldy cheese again ; for I had much rather
lie knacking of_., crusts, Without fear or hazard, in my
own hole, then be mistress of all the delicacies in the
world, and s.ibject to such terrifying alarms and dangers.

MoraLy ™ fugal enjoyments; with peace and quietness,
are preferaﬂe .2 luxurious pleasures, attended with con-
fusion and distress. .

7 c:,..-u S
Fasre 12.—The Rook and the Crow.

A Rook who was battering and hammering a mussel
with his beak and, unable to break the shell, was advis-
ed by the Crow to take it as high as he could fly with
it in the air, and then to let it fall on the rock, when
he would see that its own weight would be sufficient to
break it in pieces. + The Rcok took the Crow’s kind
advig6; and succeeded accordingly ; Jbut while he was
descending, the other flew away with the fish.

- MoraL.—When selfish men give'advice, it is to servetheir
own ends.
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FasLe 13-—-Thel4‘:'ox and the Raven.

The Fox, seeing a Raven on a tree with a delicious
morsel in her mouth, began to long for it, but was puz-
zled to know how he could get it. . thou blessed bird,
s@n he, the dehghﬁof gods and men ! He praised the
gracefulness of the Raven’s person,‘gthe beauty of her
plumes, her admirable gift of augury, and so on.” And
now, says the Fox, if thou hast but a voice equal to the -
rest of thy excellent qualities, then the sun cannot
show the world such another creature. This last piece
of gross flattery made the Raven open _.her mouth as
wide as she could stretch it, to gwe the Fox a note or
two from her throat; bui on opening her mouth, she
dropped her dainty morsel which the Fox presently
chopped up, and bade her remember that, whatever he .
had said in praise. 5 of her POrSOn.. ha.,hgcl_nothmg to_say
in favor of her bramsi‘ :

MozArL.—When a ﬂattener praxses his neigh .ﬁ‘., he has
some selﬁsh or s sz),le end | i viow.

© FaBLE 14.——The Old Lion.

~ A Lion, who in the days of his youth and strength
had been very outrageous and cruel, came in the end
to be reduced, by old age and infirmity, to the last de-
gree of contempt ; insomuch that all the beasts of the
forest, some out of insolence, others from revenge, fell
upon him with one consentp He was indeed a misera-
ble creature; but nothing went 80 much to his heart
as to find himself baftered by the heels of an Ass.
MoraL —Agpnnce;w 0 does not secure friends while he’

isin power.and able tg obhge them, must nevgrexpect to find
Jriendswhen he is no longer capable of dmnggem anygood.
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FasLE 15.4-The Ass and the Spaniel.

A gentleman had a favorite Spaniel that used to leap
upon him, and play a thousand gambols, with which
the master was highly delighted. Upon this, an Ass
in the house, that thought himself coarsely used, weould
needs do the same to,secure the favor of his master ;
but he was quickly given to understand with a good
cudgel, the difference between the one playfellow and
the other. .

MORAL.—People who live by example, would do well to
look to the force and authority.of the precedent: for what

would become one man, would be insufferable in another
under different circumstances.

- Fasre 16.—+The Lion and the Mouse,

A’généryus Lion got into his clutches a poor Mouse,
but, at ker e~rnest supplication, let her go. A few days
after, the, aon being entangled in a net, found the be-
nefit of his former mercy ; for this very Mouse, remems
bering the favor shown to her in her digtress, set hers
self to work upon the meshes of the net, gnawed the
threads to pieces, and so delivered her preserver.

MoraL.—The rich and the poor are dependent on .ea.ch'
other. Or, One good turn deserves another.

——ite

Fapire 17.—The Sicl: Kite and her Mother.

‘wMother, says a sick Kite, pray give over those idle
lamentations, and let me rather Liave your prayers. Alas,
my child! says the dam, to which of the gods shall I
pray,—for a wretch that has robbed, all their altars ¥
- MoRAL.==A wicked life cannot make a happy death.



Fasre 18.4-The Swallow and other Birds.

- The Swallow, a bird famous for foresight, seeing a
countryman sowing hemp in his grounds, called a com-
pany of little birds about her, and, telling them what the -

an was about, and that the fowle®s nets and snares
wexe made with hemp or flax, advised them to pick it up

in time, for fear of the consequence. They neglected the .
advice till it took root ; and then again, till it was sprung
up into the blade. *xUpon this the swallow told them, -
that it was not yet too late to prevent the mischief, if
they would but set heartily about it : but finding that
no heed was given to what she said, she bade adieu to
her old companions in the woods, and betook herself to
a city life, and to the conversation of men. This flax
and hemp came in time to be gathered gnd wrought ;
and it was this Swallow’s fortune to see several of the
vegg birds she had, forewarn ke/in nets made of
t*ﬂand then, too late, AREY" Hecame ‘égnsible of

the {Olly of letting slip their opportunity.

Morar.— Wisp men read effects in their cgusés’; but fools
will not believe them till it is.t8o late to prevent the mischief.

FaBLe 19.—The Frogs desire a King.

The Frogs, grown weary of liberty, petitioned Jupi-
ter for a king. Jupiter, to try them, threw them down
a Log for a governor, which,supon the first dash, fright-
ened them all into the mudXnor durst they for some
time look out, till one Frogpbolder than the rest, put
up his head and, looking about him, beheld, how quiet.
their new prince lay.” He then called his fellows toge-
ther; and told them the case, when nothing would serve
Phei buf riding upgn him ; so that the dread they were
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in before, was now turned into insolence and tumult.
This king, they said, was too tame for them, and Jupiter
must needs be entreated $o send them another, - He didF
80, and sent among them a Stork, who soon reifenged
the cause of king Log, and devoured as many of his
new subjects as came in his way. The remainder of
the miserable crew petitioned again for a new ‘king, oy
to be restored fo their former happy conditiony. but
they were told that they had brought all these evils
upon themselves ; and, as the Stork was sent for their
punishment, they must bear it as well as they were able,"
for there was no remedy but patience.

MorAL.—No state can please: a discontenfed mind. If
we know not when we arc well off, and are always desiring
a change, we can only blame ourselves, if that change
makes our condition worse. ‘

e ———

FABI. ! Or——le Kite, the Hawk, and the

The 7-ons, finding themselves persecuted by the
Kite, ma,de cugice of the Hawk for their guardian. The
Hawk professed to be their protector; bu’h under pre-
fence of that character, instead of carrying on a war
“with the Kite, made more havoc in the dove-house in
two days, than the Kite could have done in as many
months. o

MoraL—It is & dangerous experiment £0 call in the
powerful and ambitious to our protection.

FasLe 21.—The Dog and the Thisf:
As a gang of thieves were about to rob a house, a
mastiff took the alarm, and began barking. One of the
company spoke kindly to him, and would have stopped’
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his mouth with a crust. No, no, says the Dog, this will
not do; I will take no bribes to betray my master : nor
will I, for a piece of bread in hand, forfeit the ease, °
satisfaction, and liberty of my whole life. .

Monavr.—Fair words and prescent8, given with flattery,
are always to be suspected.

FasLe 22.—The Wolf and the Sow.

A Wolf very kindly pffered to take caro of the litter
of a Sow that was jst ready to bring forth. The Sow
very clv111y thanked her for her attentlou, but desired
she would be pleased to walk off, and do her the good
office at a distance; and the greater that distance, the
better. :

Morar.—Thero are no snares so dangerous as those
which are laid for us under the name of good offices.

Faure 23.—The Mountain tr L"?)"‘,

In a certain neighbourhood there v . abroad a
strange rumor, that an adjacent mountain was in la-
bor, at which all the inhabitants assembled together,
to witness what monstrous issue 80" great a mother
would bring forth ; when behold! of a sudden, out came
a little contemptible mouse.

MonrAL. -——Nothmv 50, 1guch exposes men to ridicule, as
vain blustelmgs, which olgx.,ffraise expectations, and end
in dmappomtﬁxent '

FanLe 24.— The Ass and the ungrateful Master.
,»A poor Ass, who with age and hard labor was worn
to the last stage ef weakness and misery, Mppened to_
B .
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tumble down under the weight of his load : for which
his cruel Master immediately began to beat him un-
mercifully. Alas! said the Ass, this is according to the
course of an ungrateful world : one casual error is suffi-
cient to weigh doww the faithful services of a long life.

FanLe 25.—The old Doy and his Master.

An old Dog that, in his younger days, had led his
Master many a merry chase, and done him all the good
offices of a trusty scrvant, came at last to decline from
his usual vigor and ¥peed, for which he received -blows
and reproaches, and was:at last turned out of doors.
Why, sir, said the dog, my will is as good as ever, but
my strength is gone; and you might with as much jus-
tice hang me because I am old, as beat me because I
am infirm. e

MoraArn toy Faprrs 24 and 25 —Tt is ungrateful
human to ‘%ﬂ‘)’ise aged and faithful servants on um

their illﬁl‘gl., s,

FasLe 26.—The Ass, the Ape, and the Mole.

An Ass and an Ape were complaining to each other
of their grievances. The Ass was grieved.that he had
no horns, and the Ape was troubled hecause he had no
tail.  Stop your complaints, said the Mole, and be thank-
ful for what you have ; foy, poor blind Moles, are in
a mugch worse state than ef f you.

Fawvre 27V —The Harédiggnd the Frogs.

Once upon a time the Hares b8g@me dissatisfied with
their condition. Here we live, saic® pe of them, at the
mercy of gaen, dogs, eagles, and I kpow not how ma.‘il'j"‘
other enemies, which prey upon us at Dleasure: wé are
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perpetua.lly in fright and in danger ; and I am therefore
of opinion, that we had better die at once than live in
a continual drcad that is worse than death itself. The
motion was seconded and debated, and,a resolution was
immediately agreed upon to drown themselves. The vote
was no sooner passed, than away they scampered to the
next fake.  Upon this hurry and bustle, there leaped a
whole shoal of IFrogs from the bank into the water, for
fear of the ITares. T.ook, said one of the gravest of the
company, pray let us have a little patience. Our con-
dition, I find, is, not altogether so bad as wo iaﬂeled—
for there are t‘]ﬂgc;, yoy see, that are as much Ml of
us, as we are of others. )

Morsn to Fasies 26 and 27.—Thero is no contending
against the orders and decrecs of Provi(%enee. He who
made us, knows what is most fit for us; and every man’s
own lot is undoubtedly the best for him.

Fasre 28.—The Wolf, the Kid, and tif_f;'boat.

A goat, on going out one morning, s'ty:rictly charged
her Kid not to open the door to any creature until she
returned.  Tho Goat was no sooner out of sight, than
a Wolf that liad overheard the charge,' comes to the
door and, in a feigned voice, calls to the Kid to let
her mother in. The Kid, being wware of the roguery,
bade the Wolf show his befird, and the door should be
opened to him,

MoxraL.—Hypocrites, howover dlsguxsed may be known
by some mark or other.
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Fasre 29.—The Dog and the Sheep.

A Dog brought an action against a Sheep for
certain measures of wheat that he had lent him. The
plaintiff proved the debt by three positive witnesses,—
the Wolf, the Iite, and the Vulture. The defendant
was cast in costs and damages, and forced to sell the
-wool from his back to satisfy the creditor

Monrarn.—It is seldom that justice can be done when a
cause is supported by false witnesses. When condemna-

tion is determined on by the more powerful, innocence is
ofter@pf no avail.

¥asLe 30.—The Countryman and the Snake.

A Snake, in scereting himself under the threshold of
a cottage, wastrodden upon by one of the children.
The Snake out of revengoe bit the child, which died,
much to thg grief of the parent. The father of the
child maél a-desperate blow at the head of the Snake,
but misséfhis aim, and only left a mark on the stone
which he strudz. Some time after this, the country-
man proposed terms of reconciliation. No, no, said
the Snake, 80 long as I think of this flaw in the stone,
and you of the death of your child, we can have no mu-
tual attachment.

MoranL.—We should be very careful how wo make
terms with enemios.

FasLe 81.—The Fpx and the Stork.

On a certain time a Fox invited a Stork to a treat.
They had a variety of dainties served up in broad dishes.
‘The Fox began lapping away, and telling his guest that,
he was heartily welcome to all that was before him.
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The Stork, finding that he was duped, endeavgred to.
bear the affront as well as ho could; and on taking
leave, invited his friend to sup with him that night in
return. The Fox made several excuses, but the Stork
would take no denial,” and at last %he Fox consented.
The supper was served up in glasses with long narrow
necks, and the best of everything that the season could
supply. The Stork, while enjoying the delicacies of
the table, said to his friend ; P’ray, be as free and eat as
heartily as if you were at home. The Ifox soon saw
that he was completely tricked, and sneaked off as™ Tast
as he could, with the conviction that he had been justly
requited.

Morar.—Nothing is more mortifying to the erafty, than
to be outwitted by those whom they have ‘decsived:.

Fasre 32.—The Fox and: the, . ‘

A Fox, who was in a statuary’s sh‘b*ﬁ-‘#as %.dmlnng,
amoung other things, a well-executed Bust; and, after
examining it very attentively, he swf, Wel].-th.'m art
re: Llly a beautiful piece of workmanship ; bat what a “pity
it is that thou hast no brains !

MoraL.—Beautiful and regular features do not always
indicate strength and ingenuityof mind. 'We cannot form
& correct estimate merely from external appearances.

FasLe 33. —le Daw with borrowed Fentim S

‘A" Daw, who wag ambitious to make a splendui ap.
pearance, dressed himself up with all the gay festhers:
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he could find,"and fancied himself above all the fex-
thered race. This soon excited the envy of his com-
panions who, on discovering the truth, commenced
plucking his borrowed plumage; and, after every bird
had taken what hé thought to be Lis own feathers, the
silly Daw was reduced to his primitive state, and ex-
posed to the contempt of all his tribe. =

MorarL.—Whero pride and poverty moet, they will be
held up to ridicule. ™o shine in borrowed ornaments,
always exposos to contempt.

¥aBLE 34— The Ant and the Fly.

‘Where is the honor or the pleasure in the world,
said the H.y, in a dispute for pre-eminence with the
‘Ant, in ﬁ%ﬂiﬂ I have not my part ¥ Arenot all temyples
and palacés open to me? Am I not the taster of gods
and princes ih all their sacrifices and entertainments ?
And all this without either money or pains ? T trample
upon crowns, and kiss what ladies’ lips I please. What
have you now to pretend to all this while ¥ Vain boast-
er! said the Ant, dost thou not know the diiference
between the access of a guest and that of an intruder ?
People are so far from liking your company, that they
kill you assoon as they catch you. You are a plague
to them wherever you cotne. Your very breath has
maggots in it; and for the kiss you brag of, what is it
bat the perfume of the last dunghill you touched ¥ For
my port, I live upon what is my own, and work ho-
nestly in the summer to maintain myself in the wintef ;
whereas the whole course of your seandalous life is ouly
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cheating and carousing one half of the year, and starv-
ing the other.

Mornrar.—The happiness of life does not consist so much
in enjoying smull advantages, as in living frce from great
inconveniences.  An honest mediocrity is the happiest state
a man can desire or enjoy.

Fasre 35.—The Frog and the Ou.

As a huge Ox was grazing in a meadow, he astonish-
ed and raised the envy of a ¥rog that stood croaking
close by him. The Frog’called out to her little ones
to take notice of the amazing bulk of that Ox. And
sce, said she to her children, I will soon make myself
bigger than that beast. So she strained, and swelled,
and puffed, until she burst herself, and died.

Moran.—Weak minds frequently have a kigh opinion
of themsclves, and a low opinion of others, eve. of their
superiors,/ which often proves fatal,” and wlways con-
teruptiblo. Aspiring to things boyound their reach, is the
ruin of many. '

FasLe 36.—The Ass and the Wolf.

An Ass accidentally ran a thorn into his foot, and
for want of a better surgeom applied to a Wolf who at
last offered to draw it out with his teeth! As soon as
the Ass was relieved, knowing the Wolf’s bad inten-
tions, he gave his operator so severe a kick -under the
ear with his ether tdot, that he stunned him, and then
ran off as fast as he could.

MorAL.—* Harmgwatch, barm catch,” is but according
to the common rule of equity and retaliation.



Fasrr 87.—The Ignorant, Soa'Passenyer

A man ;who never was at sea af&‘!'e went passenger
in a ship. It happened that a {ilent storm arose, and
after a while, the ship struck upom a sandbank. Every
one else was but too sensible of his danger ; but he, for
his part, thanked God for bringing him once more into
shallow water where he could fcel the bottom.

MorAL.—~We sometimes mistake that for our benefit,
which in the end turns put to be our greatest misfortune,

FasLe 38.—The Horse and the Ass.

- A proud pa,mpered Horse, bedecked with gaudy trap-
pings, met in his course a poor creeping Ass under a
heavy burden. Why, how now, sirrah, says he, do you
not see by these arms and frappings to what master I
belong ? And do you not understand that when I have
my master upon my back, the whole weight of the state
rests upon my shoulders ¥ Out of the way, thou slavish
insolent animal, or I will tread thee to dust. The
~wretched Ass immediately slunk aside with this envious
reflection, What would I give to change condition with
that happy creature ! This fancy continued, till some
time after he saw this very Horse slaving with a com-
mon dung-cart. ‘Why, how now, friend, sa.xd the Ass,
how eomes this about? It is only the changh of war,
said"the Horse. When yott saw me last, I wigs a gener-
al’s Horse and taken to battle, where I was Heked and
maimed ; and you now see Bgfore you the sad"catastro-
phe of my fortune.

“MogarL.~Tt is the nature of folly .and pnd’e to place
happinesshn_n_hgg_zg aay be soon taken awayf Ignoraiice’
iqn& poverty lead men to despise the fucedom gnd adves:’
tage of an huinble condition.
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5 FPawgr 39.—A Bar and a Weascl.

A Weasel seized upon a Bt, who begged hard for
his life. No, no, said the Weasel, I give no quarter to
birds, Ah! said the Bat, but I am a mouse, you see;
Jook on my body: and so she escaped for that time.
The same Bat had the fortune to be taken by ano-
ther Weasel ; and the poor Bat was forced to beg for
morcy again. No, said the Weasel, no mercy to a
mouse. Well, said the Bat, but you may sce by my
wings that I am a bird : and so the Bat got off in both
capacities.

MoraL.—DPresence of mind will often extricate us from
imminent dangers.

FanrLe 40.—The Neutral Bat,

(U pon a desperato and doubtful battle between the
birds and the beasts, the Bat remained neuter, till he
found that the beasts had the better of it, and then
went over to the stronger side. Dut it came to pass
afterwards that the birds rallied their broken troops,
and carried the dayj and away went the Bat to the
other party, where he was tried by a council of war as
a deserter, stripped, banished, and finally condemned
never to see daylight again.

' Moran.—He who is true to nn party, will be despised
“by all, '

Fasre 41.—2The Wolf and the Foz, |

él.i;'Wolf having got together large stores of proviy
foms, remained at home for fear of losing them. - Wh 5,
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how now, friend ? said the Fox, who had long Wafccb-‘
ed for his absence, we have not seen you abroad at the
chase for many a day !—That is true, said the Wolf, I
have an indisposition that keeps mo much at home, and
I hope I shall have your prayers for my recovery. The
Fox, secing his stratagem would not take, went to a
‘shepherd, and informed him where he might surprise
a Wolf. YThe shepherd followed his dircctions, and:de-
stroyed the Wolf. The TFox immediately repaired -to
the cell, and took possession of his stores: but he Lad
little joy in the possession ; for, in a very short timo, the
same shopherd did as much for the Fox as he had done
~before for the Wolf.
Morar.—This Fable shows us the Just fate tha.t attends

the treachery even of one traitor to another.

Fasre 42.—A Stag drinking.

" A Stag, while drinking from a clear stream, saw his
own image in the water: Well! said he, if these pitiful
shanks of mine did but correspond with this bra.nc]uug
head, I should be able to defy all my enemies. The
worda were scarcely out of his mouth, before he heard
a pack of dogs coming full .cry towards him. Away
he scoured across the ﬁelds, cast off the dogs and . gain-
ed the wood ; but, in pressing through a thicket, the
‘bushes held h1m by the horns, till the hounds came up
and tore him down. Tht last tfung he said was, What
an lmhappy fool was I, to consider my friends as my
enemies, and my enemies%s my friends.} I trusted to my
horns, but they have betrayed me;; I found fault with -
my legs, which might have saved me.

Moravr.—Tt is better to have humble and honest ﬂu@n&&
‘who will always be of service to ug in times of distregie
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than to Béve gy and dasolite companions, who £ot only
fad us into danger, but leave us to perish afterwards.

Fante 43.—The Snake (md'z:/te File.

" A Snake, having found her way into a Smith’s shop,
began to lick a file until she made her tongue bleed ;
and, supposing that if. was the file that blod licked the
more eagerly. “When the Snake could lick no longer,
she fell to biting the file until she broke all her teeth,
and was obliged to leave off half dead, and totally dis-
armed of all her defences.

MorarL.—In all contentions it is wise to comsider both
the power of our adversary and our own strength and abi-
lities, and to act gccorQingly.

Fasre 44.—The Wolves, the Sheep, and the Doys.
. A war was once waged between the Sheep and the
"Wolves ; and, as long as the Sheep had the Dogs for
/their allics, they were more than a match Tor their ene-
.mies. The Wolves, finding this, sent ambassadors to
‘treat abop‘t a peace, ahd, till it could be concluded, hos-
tages were given on both sides ; the Dogs were given
‘on the part of the Sheep, and the eWolves) whelps on
the other part. While they were upon treaty, the whelps
fell a howling ; the Wolves cried out treason ; and pre-
tending an infraction of the truce in the abuse of their
“hostages, fell upon the:Sheep in the absence of their
‘Dogs, and made bhem,pay for the improvidence of leav-
‘ing themselves withodt a guard:
uomu. —TItis folly to think of forming an alliance. with".
sus whom Nature herself hag divided..
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FABLE 45.—The Aze and the Forest.

# A Carpenter begged of the Forest only as much wooa
as would make a handle of his Axe. The matter seem-
ed so small, that the request was easily granted: but
when the timber trees came to find that the whole wood
was to be cut down by the help of this handle, they
cried, There is no remedy but patience, when people

-are undone by their own folly. ,
Moran.—Nothing mortiiies a man moroe than to find he
has been accessory to his own ruin.

FaBLE 464~The Belly and the Members.

" On a certain time there broke out a dcsperate muti-
ny amongst the Members of the body against the Belly.
The Hands and the Feet were the pmnclpml ringleaders
in the riot, ande were the loudest in their complaints,
exclaiming that they saw neither reason nor justice why
they should be doomed to perpetual slavery and toil, for
no other purpose than to pamper the Belly, to suppart
him in idleness, to bear all the exponses of keeping him, -
and to be constantly employed in watching and even in
carrying his huge weight from one entertainment to an-
‘other. ;They complamed also that whenever the Belly
was mdlsposed they’were detained as close prisoners,
to wait on him and minister to his wants ; besides which,
they were required to take a share in all his pains. and
miseries, which every ont knew to be very numerous,
for he was always quarrelling with himself, and wag ont
‘of humor with everybody elsef “In short, they wWoul
not- endure such hardships and such tyranny any: longam,
and therefore came to the conclusion that, in fiymmg,
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the Belly should shift for himself. The Mouth refused
to admit any nourishment through his gates without the
Hands.® The Tecth declared it was impossible to grind
any more, unless the Hands brought something to the
mill. After keeping this solemn,league only for a short
‘time, the Members were astofx{ghed to find their strength
and boa.uty daily decaying.” The Ilands, instead of being
strong and active, became feeble and helpless. The Feet,
instead of standing erect and firm, began to bend and
tremble. As soon as they found out their error, they
made an attempt or two to return to their respective
duties ; but alas ! it was too late; the Belly had so long
suffered from fasting and neglect, that he was not able
to derive the least bencfit from their relief; so they all
perished together.

Monrar.—The prosperity of a state depen.ds upon the re-
gular dischargo of respective dutics by every class of citi-
zens ; and no one order can refuse to labor for the public
good, without sharing the inconvenience that may be occa-
sioned by the fgfusal.

e

Fasre 47.—The Lark and hey Young.

¥In a field of corn, just ripe for reaping, a Lark had a
brood of young ones; and when she went abroad to
forage for them, she laid a sfrict charge upon her little
ones to pick up what news they could get aﬁzunst she
came back again. They told her, on her return,” that
the owner of the field had beeri there, and ordered his
neighbors to come and reap the corn.x¢«'Well, said the
old one, there is no danger yet. They told her the
next day, that he had been there again, and desu'ed his
s"\ﬂ.nds to do it. 'Well, well, said she, there is no harm
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“in that either: and so she went out in search of provi-
sions as before. . Dut upon the third day, when they
told their mother that the master and his son had agreed
to come the next morning and do it themselves; Now
then, said she, it is"time to look about us: as for the
neighbors and friends, I fear them not; but the mas-
ter, I am sure, will be as good as h!s word, for it is h18
own business. - »

MORAL.——He that would be sure to have his business
well done, must either do it himself, or see to the doing of
it. Men may be true to themselves, when faithless to one
another.

FasLe 48.—The Sick Lion and the For.

A Lion, during a severe fit of sickness, observed that
among all the beasts in the forest, the Fox never came
to visit him. The Lion wrote him word how ill he was,
~and how very glad he should be of his company. The
Fox returned the compliment with a thousand prayers;
for his recovery ; but as for waiting upon him, he de-
sired to be excused ; for, said the Fox, I find the traces
of many feet going into your majesty’s palace, but' not
a single trace of any that come back again. .

- MorAL.—We ought to be careful how we rely on the
professions of powerful and designing men.

Fanre 49.—A4 Boar and a Horse.

A Boar wallowmg in the water where a Horse was'
about to drink, & quarrel arose between them. : Tha
Horse applied to a man to assist him in his- wvbﬁm,.
4nd soon agreed upon conditions. ‘The man e
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ately armed himself, and mounted the Horse, who car-
ried him to the Boar, and had the satisfaction of seeing
his enemy killed before his face.w’Fhe Xorse thanked
him for his kindness, and was just about to take leave ;
but the man said he should have fuxther occasion for his
‘services, and so ordercd him to be tied up in the stable.
The Horse soon found that his liberty was irretrievably
gone, and that he had paid dearly for his revenge.

Monran,—Many, to avoid a present and trifling evil, run
blindfold into a greater ; and there are others who, to gra-
tify a revengeful humor, {lay a foundation for repentance
through all their lives.

! FasLe 50.—The two Thicves and the Butcher.

" Two young fellows slipping into a Butcher’s shop, one
of them stole a piece of meat, and conveyed it to the
other. The owner missed it immediately, and accused

“them of the theft. Ile that took it, swore it was not with
him ; and he that had it, swore as desperately that he
did not take it. Well, sirs, said the Butcher, these
frauds and fallacies may pass upen men ; but there is
an Eye above that sees through them all.

MoraL.—ITowever men may deceive and cheat others
by their fallacies, it only aggravates their guilt in the eyes-
of Him who seeth all things.

Farre 51.—The Dog and the Butcher.

-As a Butcher was,busy about his meat, a Dog snatch-
ed a piece off the black, and ran away with it. The
Buscher, seeing him, cried out, Hark ye, ﬁ-lend you

3av, for this once, make the best of your bargain; I
c2
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shall take care to place my meat out of your reach an-
other time.

Monrar.—He who loses anything, and gets wisdom by it,
is a gainer by the loss.

FmLD 52. T/ze Cuat and Venus

L aree A Aus s 0

A young follow was so passxonately in love with a Cat,
that he made humble suit to Venus to turn her into a
woman. The transformation was wrought in the twink-
ling of an eye, and out she came, a very handsome lass.
The fellow took her home to his bed, but was scarcely
laid down, when the goddess, having a mind to try if the
Cat had changed her manners with her shape, turned a
mouse loose into the chamber. The new-made woman,
upon this temptation, started out of bed, and directly
made a leap at the mouse ; upon which Venus turned
her into a Puss again.

Morar.—This fable is designed to teach us, that how-
ever a person may be altered in external appearance, it
rarely happens that he can altogether get rid of early
habits and propensities.

" FaBLE 53.—The Fuather and his Sons.

A very honest and industrious man happened to have
contentious children. The old man called for a bundle
of sticks and desired them, one after the other, to try
if, with all their force, they could break it.+ Each of
them tried, but could not even bend the bundle. Well,
said the Father to his children, unbind the bundle and
separate the sticks and see what you can do with them.
They did so, and, with the greatest ease, snapped every
twig. This, said the instructive pa.rent is atrue emlbteld
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of your condition. Ieep together, and you are safe;
divide, and you are undone.

MorarL.—When people are united, they are powerful,
and not easily subdued ; but wh®i difunited, they are an
easy proy to their adversaries.

e )

FABLE 54.—The laden Ass and the Horse.

As a Iorse and ap Ass were upon their way toge-
ther, the Ass cried 6i% to his companion to help him
with his burden, ' though ever so little, or he should
drop down dead. ; The Horse 1 refused ; and so his fel-
low-servant sa,nl;,,under the load. The master upon this
had;the Ass: ﬂa.yed,. and laid his whole pack, skin and
all, upon the Horse." "Well, said the Horse, this judg-
ment has befallen me for my ill-nature, in refusing to
help my poor brother in the depth of his distress.

Moxrar.—Tt is a reasonable and boneficial «duty for ‘all
members of the samoe body to_assist one anothew

FaBLe 55.—The Collier and the Fuller.

A Fuller received a very kind invitation from a Col-
lier to live in the same house with him. The Fuller
gave him a thousand thanks for his civility, but told
him, that it would be exceedingly inconvenient? for,
said he, as fast as I make anything clean, you will be
soiling it again.

MoraL.—It is a necgssary rule in all alliances, to have
a special regard both to the nature and disposition of
thoge with whom we associate.
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g FasLe 56.—The Fowler and the Pigeon.

As a country fellow was attempting to shoot aPigeo;l,
he accidentally trod upon a snake, which bit him in the -
leg. The surprise startled him and away flew the bird.

MorAL.—A mischievous intent is sometimes repaid in
the very act, and when it is least expected.

FaBLE 57.—The Trumpeter taken prisoner.

Upon the rout of an army, a Trumpeter was taken
prisoner ; and as the soldiers were about to slay him,
Gentlemen, said he, why should you kill a man who
lifts his sword against no one P—You deserve to die,
cried one of the company, for being such a wretch as to
excite other people to battle without fighting yourself.

MoraL.—He who provokes to mischief is as bad as the
doer of it.

FasrLe 58.—The Dog and the Wolf.

A haggard half-starved Wolf and a good-looking well-
fed Dog fell into company together on the king’s high-
way. The Wolf was inquisitive to learn how the Dog
brought himself into such exeellent condition. Why,
replied the Dog, I keep my master’s house from thieves ;
and I have good meat, drink, and comfortable lodgings
for my pains; and if you will accompany me, and do as
I do, you may receive the same kind treatment. The
Wolf consented, and away they trotted together : but,
a8 they were jogging on, the Wolf espied a bare place
on the dog’s neck. Brother, said the inquisitive Wolf,
pr’ythee how comes this mark on your neck P—@h!
said the Dog, that is nothing, but she fretting of 1y
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collar a little. Ah '\\mdffﬁhe: Wolf,if there {‘\ & be g ollar
in the case, I know better than to sélb '].tﬁerty for
a crust.

N

e g ,,_;fﬁ\\)

Morar.—He who sells his freedom to gratify his appe-
tite, is likely to have a hard bargain oY it. Liberty w1th
poverty is preferable to slavery with abundance.

FasrLe 59.—The Farmer and the Dogs.

One very severe winter a certain Farmer was greatly
in need of provisions, so that he was forced to support
himself and his family upen the live-stock. The sheep
were first butchered ; the goats next; and after them
the oxen ; and all was little enough to keep body and
soul together. The dogs called a council, and resolved
to make the escape, before it came to their turn; for,
said they, after our master has sacrificed all our fellow-
servants, that are so necessary for carrying on his busi-
ness, it can never be expected that he will spare us.

Morar.—There is no contending against necessity. It
is one thing to be at liberty to do what we would, and
another to be compelled to do what we cannot avoid.

FasLE 60.—The Eagle and the Fox.

A treaty of friendship was gnce solemnly entered into
by the Eagle and the Fox. Notwithstanding which,
one day, when the Fox was qut foraging for his hungry
family, the Eagle darted down and swept off at onoce
the whole litter of cubs. The fox returned just time
enough to witness the treachery of his friend, and pro-
mised to revenge it the first opportunity. In a short
Yizae after, on the sadrifice of a goat, the same Eagle
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made a sweep at a piece of flesh on the altar, which she .
took to her young. But some of the live coals from the

altar stuck to the flesh, and set her nest on fire. # The

young birds, not being sufficiently fledged to shift for
themselves, came sprawling to the ground half-roasted,

just into the very mouth of the fox, who stood watch-
ing and gaping under the tree, expecting such an event,
and who greedily devoured them in the very sight of
the dam.

Morar.—The measure we mete to others is justly meted
to us again. Wae should learn to do to others as we wish
they should do to us.

FasvrLe 61.—The Husbandman and the Stork.

A poor innocent Stork had the misfortune to be
taken in a net that was laid for geese and cranes. The
Stork’s plea for herself was simplicity and piety; her
love to mankind, her duty to her parents, and her ser-
vice in destroying venomous creatures. This may be
all true, said the Husbandman, for aught I know; but
as you have been taken with bad companions, you must
expect to suffer with them.

MoraL.—Our reputation requires us to keep gbod com-
pany ; as we may be easily corrupted by bad examples :
wise men will judge of us hy the company we keep.

FasrLe 62.—The Shepherd’s .Boy, who gave false alarms.

A Shepherd’s Boy had a mischievous trick of crying
out a Wolf! a Wolf! not because there was a-wwolf
near, but merely for the sport of &eceiving the _cowpZ
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try people. Ie carried on his practice of raising false
alarms so long, that the people gave no heed to his
cries, until at last the wolf actually came, and made
sad havoe in the flock. The Boy cried out bitterly for
assistance, but as he had so often deceived the ncigh-
borhood, no one regarded him, supposing that he was
only in jest.

Monar.—A liar is flot belioved, even when he speaks
the truth.

FasLe 63.—The Eugle and the Daw.

An Tagle darted on a lamb, and carried it away in
his claws.; A mimicking Daw that saw this exploit,
would needs try the same experiment upon= ram : but
his claws were so shackled in the flcece with tugging
to get him up, that the shepherd came and caught him,
before he could clear himself : he clipped his wings, and
took him home for his children to play with, The chil-
dren came gaping about him, and asked their fathér
what strange bird that was ? 'Why, said the father, he-
fancied himself an Bagle an hour ago: but now he is
himself completely convinced that he is but a silly Daw.

Monrar,—It is both vanity and folly for men to attempt

moro than they aro able to accomplish, as it generally
subjects them to mockery and disappointment.

FasrLe 64.—The D3y in the Manger.

An envious Dog wag’lying in a manger full of hay,
when a hungry O\I came up, and attempted to eat ; but
no sooner did the Ox approach the manger, than the
ili:ifitured cur began g 0‘rowhnfv and snarling, declaring
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that he would rather starve his own carcass than suffer
any of his tribe to touch the hay. The Ox was obliged
to depart, but not without severely reproaching the
Dog for not eating the hay himself, nor suffering
others to partake “of it.

MoxAL.—Envy pretends to no other happiness than what
is derived from the misory of othors.

Fasre 65.— The Sheep and the Crow.

A Crow sat cawing and chattering upon the back ofa
Sheep. Well, sir, said the shecp, you durst not have
done this to a Dog.  Why, I know that, said the Crow,
as well as you can tell me; I can be as quict as any-
body with those that are quarrelsome; I can be as
troublesome too, when I meet with silly folks like your-
self who will bear it.

MoraL.—It is the nature of mean and low spirits, to be
insolent to the meck, and servile to the powerful.

FasLe 66.—Jupiter and the Camel.

A gencral dissatisfaction once reigned among several
animals of the creation,-at their conditions. The Camel
besought Jupiter that he might have horns like ¢he bull
and the stag ; the Fox prayed for the fleetness of the
hare; the Ass for the subtlety of the fox; and the
Peacock desired the fine voice of the nightingale. Ju-
piter told them, that since every creature had some
advantage or other peculiar to itself, it,would not be
consistent with justice to confer all upon ome.* And

because the Camel had showed himself the mest“ds-



35

satisfied with his state, Jupiter not only refused him
*horns, but for example’s sake, punishéd him with the
loss of cars.

MoraL.—Every animal has that portion of sagacity and
.beauty which Providonce knows to be hest. "We ought to
be contented with our condition, and not repine at the wise
dispensations of Providence.

FasLe 67.—The Covetous Landlord.

A generous farmer had a choico apple-tree in his
orchard, which he valued more than all the rest of his
trees ; and as the apples were so delicious, he presented
them every year to his Landlord.  His Landlord was so
well pleased with the fruit, that nothing would satisfy
him, but transplanting the tree into his own grounds.
But no sooner was the trce removed, than it began to
wither and die; and so there was en end of the fruit
and tree together.

Morarn.—We frequently lose what we have, by coveting
more. Disappointment and mortification attend the cove-
tous, because they are nover satisficd.

Fasre 68.—Tle Fox and the Goat.

A Fexand a Goat went dowen by mutual consent in-
to a well to drink ; and when they had quenched their
thirst, the Goat was at a loss how to get back again. T
have a way for that, said the Fox; do you but raise
yourself upon your hinder legs, with your fore feet
close to the wall, and then stretch out your head; I
can easily climb up to your horns, and get out of the

Avell] and draw you out after me. The Goat placed
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himself in the posture he was directed, and gave the
Fox a lift, and out he sprang ; but the Fox, instead ol*
helping him, left him with this barbarous scoff, If you
had but half as much brains as beard, you would have
considered how you were to get up again before you
went down.

Morar.—A prudent man will reflect before he forms a
resolution.

FasLe 69.—The Coclks and the Partridge.

A Dbird-fancier having bought a Partridge, turned it
to feed amongst his fighting-cocks, The Cocks beat
the Partridge away from their meals, which she took
very much to heart, as it looked like an aversion to her,
merely on account of bqng a stranger. Dut finding,
very soon alterwards, that the Cocks were in the con-
stant habit of tearing.each other to pieces, she said, No
wonder they are unkind to me, seeing they are so cruel
to each other.

MoraL.—People who quarrcl amongst themselves -are
not likely to be pcaceable to strangers.

FasLe 70.—The Boasting Traveller.

A vain fellow, who had travelled abroad in the world,
would, at his return, relate many surprising stories of
all his wonderful actions; and particularly he gave an
account of a leap he took at Rhedes, that nobody there
could come within six feet of it. This, said he, I am
able to prove by several witnesses upon the plack. If
this be true, said one of the company, there is no need.
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of going to Rhodes for witnesses; only fancy this to be
Rhodes, and you can easily show us this amazing leap.
Morar.—1It is easior for boasters to speak great things

than to perform great things. They generally prate more
about what they %ave done, than of what they can do.

Fansir 71.—The Scoffer punished.

A presumptuous Scoffer of sacred things, took ajour-
ney to Delphos, to try if he could not deceive Apollo.
He took with him a sparrow under his coat, and said to
the god, I have something in my hand, is it dead or
living ? If the oracle should say it was dead, he could
show it alive; if living, he could squceze it, and then
it was dead. Apollo, seceing the iniquity of his heart,
gave him this answer : It shall be which thou pleasest;
as to the bird, it is in thy choice to have it either the
one or the other ; but thou hast.mot the same power
wespecting thyself; and immediately he was struck
dead, as a warning to others.

Morar.—DPresumption leads to infidelity ; infidelity to
atheism ; and athoism to destruction.

TasLe 72.—The Woman and her Hen,

An avaricious Woman, who had a Ilen which laid an
egg every day, fancied that if ¥he increased the Hen’s
allowance of corn, she might be brought to lay twice a-
day, instead of once. Tho Weoman tried the experiment,
but the Hen grew so fat that she left off laying altogether.

MoraL.—We should be contented when we are well off,
or wesmay lose what we possess.
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FABLE 78.— The Man bit by a Dog. "

A man, bitten by a Dog, was advised to dip a piece
of bread in the blood of the wound, and give it the Dog
to eat. Very good advice truly! said the man; you
have a mind, I suppose, to draw all the Dogs in town
upon me ; for that will certainly be the case, when they
find themselves rewarded instead of being punished.

Morar.—We may forgive an injury; but we should not
encouragoe our encmies to repeat the offence.

FasLe 74.—The Thunny and the Dolphin.

A Thunny was closely chased by a Dolphin, which
being just ready to seize him, the Thunny, before he
was aware, leaped on a rock, and the Dolphin, in the
eagerness of his pursuit, ran himself aground with him,
where they were Lo lost: the Thunny still kept his
eye upon the Dolphin ; and observing him when he was
just at the last gasp, said, The thought of death is now
pleasant, since I see my enemy perish with me.

Fasre 75.—The two Enemies at Sca.

Two Enemics were at sca in the same vessel ; the
one was stationed at the ship’s head, and the other at
the stern. Before they had been out many days, they
encountered a dreadful sterm ; and when the vessel was
just ready to founder, oné of them asked the master,
which part of the ship would go down first. e told
him the other end would sink first. 'Why then, said
he, I shall have the comfort of seeing my enemy “perish
before me.
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Morar to FApLEs 74 and 75.—It is a poor satisfaction
to rejoice in tho destruction of an cnemy.

FaBLE 76.—The Astrologer admonished.

'-- A certain Star-gazer, in the very height of his celes-
tial observations, had the misfortune to stumble into a
very deep ditch; and while he was scrambling to get
out, Friend, said a sober fellow passing by, make a
right use of your present misfortune; and for the fu-
ture, pray let the stars go on quictly in their courses,
and do you look a little better to the ditches ; for is it
not strange that you should tell other people their for-
tunes, and know nothing of your own ?

Mograrn.—We should not neglect our own concerns, to
pry into those of other people.

FasLe 77.—The Fowlenagd the Blackbird.

« While a Fowler was laying his net, a Blackbird asked
him what he was doing? Why, said he, I am laying the
foundation of a city ; and then retired out of sight. The
Blackbird, believing the Iowler, flew immediately to
the bait in, the net, and was taken. Asthe Fowler came
to take him, Friend, said the Blackbird, if this is your
way of building, you will have but few inhabitants.

Morarn.—Inquisitive people frequently pay for their
impertinence.

YFasre 78.—Mercury and the Traveller.
A Traveller, just enfering upon a long journey, made
a promise to Mercury that he would dedicate to his
serviee half of what he should find. Somebody had
lost.a bag of dates aad,almonds, and it was his fortune
: D
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to find it. He fell to work upon them immediately ;3
and when he had eaten up the kernels and all that was
good of them, he laid the stones and the shells upon
an altar, and desired Mercury to take notice that he
had performed his vow : for, said he, here are the out- -
sides of the one, and the insides of the other, which
make the moiety I promised.

Morar.—8Some men talk as if thoy believed in God, but
they live as if they thought there were no God : their vows
and promises are no more than words which, if they ever

intended to make them good, they seldom have the hoart
to do, when it comes to the point.

FasLe 79.—The Boy and Lis Mother.

YA Schoolboy stole a book from onc of his school-
fellows, and brought it to his Mother, who, instead of
correcting him fox ‘ii,'rather encouraged him. As he
grew up in life, he increased in villainy, till he came at
last to be apprchended for some heinous oflence, and
was brought to trial for it. His mother went lamenting
along with him to the place of execution, where he got
leave from the officers to have a word or two in private
with her. He put his mouth to her ear and, under pre-
text of whispering a secret, bit it clean off. This un-.
natural villainy turned every body’s heart agmnst him
more than before. Well, good people, said the Boy, here
you see me, an example bofh in shame and punishment.
Tt is this mother of mine thet has brought me to what you
see ; for, if she had chastised me when I was a boy, I
should never have come to the gallows for theft when
a man, .

MoraL.—A vicious education leais to a vicious life and
an unhappy end.
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FasrLe 80.—The Shepherd turned Merchant.

" A Shepherd, feeding his flock by the sea side, on a
very fine day, and admiring the smoothness of the
water, was tempted to leave his shepherd’s lifc and set
.up for a Merchant. So, all in haste, he disposed of his
flock, bought a bargain of figs, got his freight aboard,
and away he went to sea. DBut foul weather happen-
mg, the mariners were opliged to cast thelr whole lad-
ing overboard, to save themselves and thd vessel. From
this unfortunate adventure our new Merchant returned
to his old trade; and as he was afterwards tending his
sheep on the very same-coast, on a calm day, he said
to the tempting sea, What! you want more figs, do you?

MorAL.—Men may be Lappy in all states, if they will
only suit their minds to their condition. Noghing is more
dangerous than to leave our regular callings for engage-
meunts that we know nothing abgut. ‘

FauLe 81.—The Man of Quality and the Lion.

A person of quality dreamed one night that he saw a
Lion kill his only son, who was a great lover of the
chase. This fancy prevailed so much in the father’s
head, that he built his son a house of pleasure, to keep
him out of danger; and spared neither art nor expense
to make a pleasant retreat : the young man however
considered it as no other than a prison, and his father
as hiskeeper. Among the paiptings which adorned this
little palace was the picture of & Lion ; and being incen-
sed to think that he should be kept a prisoner for the
sake of a silly dream, he made a blow at the picture;
but steiking his fist upon the point of a nail in the wall,
he fol! into a fever, his hand mortified, and he soon
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died : so that all the father’s i)reeaution could not se~
cure the son from the fatality of dying by a Lion.

MorAL.—Superstitious minds are often punished in the
way they most dread.

D —

Fasre 82.—The Fox that lost his tail.

A Fox that was caught in 4 trap, was glad to leave
his tail behind to save his life. It was so uncouth a
sight for a Fox to appear without a tail, that the very
thought made him weary of life. To get over the dis-
grace, the Fox called together an assembly of all the
persons of distinction belonging to his tribe, and gave
them a learned oration on the trouble and indecenecy of
Foxes wearing tails. e had no sooner finished his
speech, than a distinguished member of the assembly
arose, and begged, to b mformed whether the worthy
speaker applied his observations to those who had tails,
or whether they were intended to palliate the deformity
and disgrace of those that had none.

Morar.—Advice is hot often given from disinterested
motives, '

Fasre 83.—The Fox and the Bramble,

A Fox who was closely pursued by the hounds, took
shelter in a hedge: the bushes gave way with him, and
in catching hold of a Pramble to break his fall, the
thorns ran into his feet : lte laid himself down, and fell
to licking his paws, with bitter exclamations against
the Bramble. Why this rage, Mr. Fox ? said the Bram-
ble ; one would have thought that you, whose heart is
always bent on mischief, would have known better fhau
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to lay hold on me for relief, who catch at everything
within my reach.

MorarL.—Ho is hard put to it, who brings himself into
distress and is forced to apply to his enemy for relief.

O———

N FasrLE 84.—The Fox and the Huntsmen.

A Fox, that was hard pursued, begged of a country-
man to show him some hiding-place. The man directed
him to his cottage, and thither he went. The Hunts-
men were presently at his heels, and asked the cottager,
if he had not seen a Fox that way. No, truly, I saw
none ; but at the same time pointed with his finger to
the place where the Iox lay. The Huntsmen did not
take the hint ; but the Iox spied him, through a peep-~
ing-hole he had found out : the hunters went their way,
and then out stole the Fox, ah@,‘ departed without speak-
ing a word to the countryman. vy, how now P said
the man, have you not the manners to thank me before
you go? Yes, yes, said the Fox, if you had been as
honest with your fingers as you were with your tongue, I
should not have gone without acknowledging the favor.

Morar.—Men’s actions do not always correspond with
their words.

FasLe 85.—The Idblater and his god.

A man who had a great veneration for an image he
had in his house, found that the more he prayed to it
to prosper him in the world} the more reduced he be-
came in his circumstances. ¥ He was so enraged with
his god, that he dashed its head to pieces against the

"wadl, and out tumbldsa considerable quantity of gold,
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Why, this is strange indeed,.said he, to adore a per-
verse and insensible deity, that will do more for blows
than for worship!

Morar.—Many accommodate their religion to their

profit, and esteem that the best which will bring the.
greatest worldly gain.

FavLe 86.—The Fuather and lis Children.

A countryman, who had lived comfortably in the
world upon his honest labor and industry,fwas desi-
_rous that his sons should imitate his example; and being
now on his death-bed, My dear children, said he, I con-
sider myself under obligation to tell you before I depart
that there is a considerable treasure hid in my vine-
yard ; be sure to dig- and search narrowly for it when
I am gone. "The Father died, and the sons; began im-
mediately to work upon t).e vineyard, They turned it
up, over and over,"..{ not one penny of money was to,
.be found : the profit of the next vintage, however, ex-
pounded the riddle. -

Morarn.—Good counsel is the: best legacy that a father
can leave to his children,

FaBLE 87.~~The Fisherman and his Pipe.

A TFisherman, who understood playing the flute better
than casting the net, seated himself by the side of a
river, and touched his flute, but not a fish came near.
Upon this he laid down his pipe and cast his net, which
brought him a very great draught. The fish fell a
frisking in the net, which the Kisherman observing,
‘paid,~What fools are these, that would not dance when
I played to them, but now dance without music. &

. Morar.—Success depends on our using proper meahs.
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FABLE 88.—The Fisherman’s Good Fortune.

A poor Fisherman, who had been a long time at work
without catching anything, at last began to think of
taking up his tackle and departing home ; but at that
very instant a large fish leaped into his boat, and ended
the day much\to his advantage.

Morarn.—Patience and perseverance in duty, seldom
terminate im disappointment.
-

FasBLE 89.—Decath and the Old Man.

An Old Man, having fravelled a great way under a
huge burden of sticks, found himself so much wearied
that he threw it down with vexation, and called upon
Death to deliver him from so miserable a Jife. Death
came at his call, and asked the old man what he want-
ed. Pray, good sir, st ne, by -‘10}14&@&9’ toediyyd him
so.zeady, do me the favor to heli),_in'é up With by ;

den again. : VAN Q7 /29\
Monrarn.—Human nature, hoﬁever’misé?a’lﬂﬁ in thish\%
would rather suffer than die. sl 7 90
R S . 9
Segme Y —
Fanre 90.—The Ape elected IWing. ﬁi

On the death of a Lion, a contention arose among
the beasts who should be king in his place. Several
competitors offered ; but at last an Ape, delighting the
crowd with his grimaces ard gambols, was chosen.
This raised the envy of the Fox, who pretended to have
found a treasure, which he said belonged only to his
majesty, and requested him to take possession of it.
The Fox showed him a bait laid in a ditch for the trea-
sure, ‘which the Ape foing to seize, the trap sprang and
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caught him by the fingers. Ah! thou treacheromts'
wretch ! cried the Ape. Obh! thou simple prince! re-
plied the Fox: you a governor of others, that have
not wit enough to look to your own fingers! 7

MorarL.—When apes are in power, there W111 never ber
wanting foxes to trick them. ¢

FaBLE 91.—The Doasting Z![ufo

A favorite Mule, high fed, and in the pride of flesh
and mettle, was continually boasting of his family and
of his ancestors. My father, said he, was a noble cour-
ser and, though I say it that should not say it, I my-
self take after him. ITe had no sooner spoken the words
than his father] an old Ass that stood by, fell a bray-

‘ing, which réminded him of his original ; and the whole
field laughed him to scorp, when they found him to be
the son of an Asss. o

Morar.—The proud, who are raised from low circt.u®
stances, are generally ashamed of their parents and poor
relatives.

FaBLE 92.—The Dog and the Wolf.

A Wolf caught a Dog sleeping at his master’s door,
and was just about to devour him. Alas! said the Dog,
I am as lean ag a skeleton ; but we are to have a wed-
ding at our house in a few days, that will plump me up
with good cheer ; and when I am in a little better con-

» dition, I will throw myself into your very mouth. The
- 'Wolf took him at his word, and let him go ; but passing
some few days after by the same house, he spied the Dog
in the hall, and bade him remember his promise. sHark
ye, my friend, said the Dog ; whenever you catch me
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; the wrong side of the door, never trou-
“to-wait for a wedding.

—We should be careful to provide against ac-
udents, qr,hether asleep or awake.

FusLE 93.—The Lion in Loce.

A Lion i@ﬁ in love with a country lass, and desired
her father’s mﬁto the marriage. The father, afraid
of offending so fdrmidable a beast, gave his consent,
provided he would have his tecth drawn, and his nails
cut; for the tender maid, ‘he said, was terribly afraid
of large teeth and long claws.» The ILion underwent
the opcration, and then challenged the father to fulfil
his promise. The countryman, seeing thg Lion thus
disarmed, plucked up courage, and so cudgelled him
that the match was broken of:

<. MorarL.—Extravagant love consults neither fortune,
reputation, nor life; but sacrifices all to the transports of
an inconsiderate passion.

FasLe 94.—The Lioness and the Fox.

A Fox reproached a Lioness, because she brought
forth but one whelp at a time. Very right, said the
Lioness; but that one is a Lion. '

v

MoraL.—Things are to be estimated by their nature,
not by their number. ’

FasLe 95.—Two Cocks Sighting.

Twq Cocks fought a duel for the possession of a
dunglfill. He that whs beaten, slunk off and hid him-
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gelf; the other took flight to the top of the house, J4dd-
with crowing and clapping of wings, made proclamation,
of his victory. In the midst of his exultation] an eagle
darted down and carried him off; and the vanquished
Cock obtained the sole possession both of the hens and
the dunghill. ¢

MoraL.—A generous enemy will make a modest use of
a victory, as fortune is variable. »

FABLE 96.—The Eawn and the Stag.

A Fawn was reasoning with a Stag, and wished to
know why he should run away from the dogs: for, said
the Fawn, you are larger and stronger than they, and
you are also better armed ; I cannot therefore imagine
what should make you so fearful of a pack of pitiful
curs. It is all true thatﬂyou say, replied the Stag, and
it is what I say to mve.if many times; and yet, what-
ever may be the case, or whatever resolution I fgrm,
whenever I hear the cry of the hounds, I cannot help
scampering off with all speed.

Monravr.—It is one thing to know what we ought to do,
and another thing to do it.

FaABLE 97.—Jupiter and the Bee.

A Bee once made Jupiter a present of some honey,
which was so kindly received, that he desired her to
ask any favor in reascn, and it should be granted to
her. The Bee requested-that wherever she should set
her sting, it might prove mortal.™ Jupiter, unwilling
to leave mankind at the mercy of a little spiteful insect,
so far from giving her more power, commandedgher to
be careful how she used what she had ; for if in aftack-
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+ng a person she should leave her sting behind, she
would not long survive. 4

MoravL.—It is dangerous to supply the cruel with hostile
Wweapons.

FaBLE™S3.—The Wasps in the Honey-pot.

A whole swarm of Wasps found their way into a
Honey-pot, ‘bvhere they cloyed and clammed themselves
till they were=iizmple to get out again; and when they
found themselves Perishing in their beloved sweets, they
discovered, when tao late, how dearly they had paid for
their past delights.

Morar.—When once sensual pleasures become habi-
tua.l it 18 excedingly difficult to relinquish them.

FanrLe 99.—The Young Man and the Swallow.

A prodigal spendthrift, on seeing a Syallow that came
befnrahis time, sold his coat, and then his. waistcoat,
judging that summer wasathand. Instead of summer
appearing, the cold weather returned with great seve-
rity, and the young man, being stripped of all but his
ghirt, was exposed to the bitterness of the cold, which
starved both himself and the poor bird. Well, said the
youth, when he saw the Swallow perishing with cold,
what an inconsiderate wretch art thou, thus to bring
both thyself and me to ruin. ¥ ,

Moran.—The thoughtless and careloss seldom reproach
themselves for their follies. o

FasLe 100.—Mercury and the Carpenter.
A Carpenter accidentally dropped his axe into a river,
gnd putJup a prayer to Mercury, the god of artizans,
E
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to help him to recover it. Mercury dived for the poor
man’s axe, and brought him 1up a golden one ; which he
said was not his. Mercury plunged a second time, and
brought up another of silver ; and that, he said, was not
his. Mercury tried once more, and up came an‘axe with
a wooden handle, which the Carpenter sﬁd was the very
tool he had lost.# Well, said Mercury, thou art so just
a fellow that T will give thee all three fof}'hy honesty.
The rumor of this story being,sp.cad abroad, a
knave thought to try the same exptriment. Away he
went, and sat down crying on the bank of a river, pre-
tending he had dropped his axe into the water! Mer-
cury heard his lamentations, and diving for his axe, as
he had done for the other, brought him up a golden oie,
_and asked the fellow if that was it? Yes, yes, said he,
this is it! O thou impudent scoundrel, cried Mercury,
to think of putting tricks upon me, who can see through
thy very heart i~—And so sent him away without any.

MoraL.—The Searcher of hearts is not to be imiposed
upon.

Fasre 101.—The For and the Grapes.

A hungry Fox chanced to roam through a fruitful
vineyard, where the branches of the vines, hung with
delicious ripe grapes, were nailed so high against the
wall as to be beyond his reach. The Fox’s mouth
watered for a bunch' or two, which made him take
many leaps to get at them, but all in vain. At last,
being nearly worn out with fatigue and disappointment,
he became quite out of humor both with the grape
and himself, and went away, declaring that the grapes
were so sour and insipid, that they were unworthy of
his notice. ‘
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» Moxrar —We should never repine when blessings which
we desire are withheld from us, nor speak ill of those we
do not possess.

FasLE 102.—The Wolf and the Lion.

As o Wolf 3d a Lion were abroad on an adventure
together, Hark, said the Wolf, do you not hear the
bleating of {sheep ? You shall see that I will soon
bring you a phizey Away he went till he came to the
shecptold, but found it so well fortificd, and all tho dogs

-on the alert, that he came sneaking back to the Lion,
and told him that he had had a sight of the sheep, but
_such a miserable and half-starved race he hag,never seen
before ; they were unworthy of notice. 'We had better
leave them alone, till they get more flesh on gheir bones.

Morar.—Men often pretend to dislike what they cannot

obtain. ‘

FasLe 103.—Z%he Boy and the Snake.

A Boy, groping for eels, accidentally laid his hand
on a Snake. Finding that it was not intentional or
malicious, the Snake admonished him of his mistake :
Kcep yourself well while you are well, said the Snake ;
for if you meddle with me, you will repent your bargain.

Morarn.—It is right to distinguish between inadvertence
and design. *

i
FasLe 104.—The Fowlér and the Partridge.
A Partridge taken by a Fowler offcred to decoy as
many of her companions into the snare as she could,
upon m!nditiqn that the Fowler would release her. No,
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said he, you shall die, because you would basely betray
your friends to save yourself.

Mozar.—Treachery is detested even by the wicked.

FasLe 105.—The Tortoise and t(E' Hure.

A lightfooted Hare, meeting with a Tgrtoise trudg-
ing on the road, insulted him by remafking that he
never saw 80 slow and heavy a creatfife before. ‘Why,
I can run over many miles while you are creeping
over a few yards. Thou art a_great boaster, replied the
Tortoise ; but heavy and dull as you think me to be, I
will run with you for a wager. The distance was soon
marked out, and the Fox chosen as umpire. They
both started together, and away went the Hare, leaving
the Tortoise jogging on far behind. The Hare, to pour
further contempt on the “Tortoise, squatted down under
the shade of a bush, and soon fell fast asleep, thigking
that when the Tortoise passed, she should outstrip him
again. In the meantime, the Tortoise came travelling
on, and soon passed the sleeping,Hare, and continuing
with unwearied steps, reached the goal and gained the
wager, before the Hare awoke.

' MorarL.-——Moderate talents, with industry and persever-
ance, are more valuable than superior talents without them.

FasLe 106.—The Apples and the Toadstools.
Upon a very great fall of rain, the current carried
away a great heap of Apples, tdgether with a Dunghill
that lay in the water-course. They floated away to-
gether like brethren and companions; and 'as they y
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went swimming down the stream, the Toadstools would
be every now and then crying out, Alack-a-day! how
we Apples swim !

MorAL—The most worthless are often the most vain,
dnd attribute to themselves the glory of others.

Faste 107.—The Mole and her Dam.

Mother, - sui <2 Mole to her Dam, is there not a
strange smell herd ? A little after she said, Mother, do
not I pereeive a mulberry tree? And again the third time
she said, What a clattering of hammers do I hear !—
Daughter, said the old one, you have now quite betrayed

“yourselt'; for I thought you were destitute of only one
sense, but now I find you want three ; for you can nei-
thoir hear nor smell, any more than sce.

MorAL.—Men labor under ‘many imperfoctions that
nobody would notice, if they did not betiay themsclves.

Fanre 108.—The Bees, the Partridges, and the Furmer.,

A flight of Bees and a covey of Partridges that were
hard put to it for water, went to a Farmer, and begged
ho would allow them to quench their thirst. The Par-
tridges offered in return to dig his vineyard, and the
Bees with their stings promised,to secure him from
thieves.—I have oxen and dogh, said the Farmer, that
do me these offices already, without your assistance.
To them, therefore, I shall exéend my benevolence ; as
I have no occasion for your services.

Morar.—The exercise of charity towards our depondents
does noj discharge our obligations to strangers.
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Fasre 109.—The Man bitten by a Flea.

A fellow who was bitten by a Flea, petitioned Her-
cules for help. The Flea hopped off, and the man pee-
vishly expostulatéd: Well, Hercules, said he; as yomn
would not take my part against an mmgm'ﬁcant Flea, I
can never expect your assistance agamst a more power=
ful enemy. Little dost thou merit assistapce from me,
said Hercules, in thy greater affairs, fhat canst invoke
my aid on so trifling an oceasion.

MoxrarL.—We cannot expect deliverance from trifles, or
from greater evils, by an impatient and irreverent spirit.

—

Fasre 110.—The Man with two Wives.

A Man somewhat advpneed in life, and who was half
gray-headed, tenk a fancy to marry two wives, one ad-
vanced in years equal to himself, and the other xapmg
enough to pass for his daughter. They both united in
showing him great respect and attention, except when
they were engaged in combing the good man’s head.
Then the elder lady took care to rob him of all the
brown locks she could find, while the younger was
equally active in ridding him of all his silver locks ; so
that the poor man was left totally bald.

. Morar.—Tt is difficult. to serve opposite parties without
suffering in some way or other.

e tme—

FasLe 111.—Tke Frogs in search of water.

At the time of a great drought, two Frogs Xvent in
search of water, and after travelling some tims, disco-,
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'vered a very deep well. Come, said one to the other,
let us descend here, for I see water at the bottom of the
well.. Your advice is not wise, said her companion ;
for if. the water should fail here a.lso, how shall we get

-out again ?

MoraAL -—It‘1s good to look before we leap, hasty reso-
lutions are seldom fortunate. It is prudent to conmder the
consequence'.s "before we resolve

FasrLe 1122—The Dog, the Cock and the Fox.

* A Dog and a Cock took a journey together. The Dog
during the night lodged in the body of a hollow tree,
and the Cock roosted on the boughs above. The Cock
crowed about midnight, according to custom, which
soon brought a hungry Fox to the tree ; where he stood
licking his chops, and expect{ng a rich treat for supper.
The Fox, to induce the Cock to come down, began to
prajse the splendor of his plumage, and, particularly
the warlike and amma,tmg sound of his shrill throat,
‘What would I give, said the Fox, to embrace so an-
gelic a creature ! Well, replied the Cock, speak to the
porter below to open the door, and you may be favored
with an interview. The Fox, not suspecting the Dog
50 near, did as he was directed, when he was seized by
the Dog, and worried to death.

MoraL.—When we have to eopte’nd against an adversary
who may be too powerful for us, it would be wise to recom-
mend him to dispute with his superiors.

Fasre 113.— The Bat, the Bramble, and the Cormorant.
A Dat, a Bramble, and a Cormorant, entered into
partmérship. The Bat paid down ready money, which
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he took up at interest ; the Bramble furnished a supply ™
of clothes; and the Cormorant a quantity of brass.
They put to sea with their cargo, and it unfortunately
happened that ship, and goods were all lost by stress of
weather : but the three merchants happily got safe tv
land. Since the time of this sad a,dveﬁ{ure, the Bat
never stirs abroad till night, for fear of h1s creditors ;
the Bramble lays hold of all the clothes he %an come at,
with the hope of recovering his loss;and the Cormo-
rant saunters by the sca side, expecting to see some of
the lost cargo thrown up by the waves.

Morar.—There is nothing makes a deeper impression
on the mind than the misfortunes of life.

FasLe 114.—The Lark and the Fowler.

A poor Lark was unforttinately ensnared by a Fowler;
and as he wa$™*about to put her to death, the Lark
pitifully lamented that she should be sacrificed for 5o
small a fault as having taken a single grain of corn
when she was hungry. Why, said the Fowler, you
have taken my corn to satisfy your hunger, and I have
seized upon you to appease mine.

MoraL.—DPassion, appetite, and selfishness, govern the
world.

FasLe 115.~The Miser.
covetous wretch turnsd all his effects into gold,
whlch he melted down and buried in the ground, and
never failed to visit the spot. Dut, being observed by
a needy neighbour, his hoard was one night earried
off; which on finding out the mext morning, ke was
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almost distracted. 'What is all this rage for ? said one of
his friends; while you were resolved not to use your
gold, you could not be said to enjoy it. It is only to
lay a stone where you left your money, and to fancy
that sBone to be your treasure, and You w111 have your
gold again. -

MogzAr. —Be‘l:ter no estate at all, than the cares and vexa-
tions that atténd the possession, without the use of it. We
may as well he without an estate, if destitute of the power

to enjoy it. :

FasLE 116.—The One-eyed Stag.

A one-eyed Stag, that was afraid of the huntsmen on
land, kept a watch in that direction, and fed with his
blind side towards an arm of the sea, where he was out
of danger. DBut alas! even in this securé retreat he
was maliciously struck with sn arrow shot from a boat,
and so ended his days with this lamerfation : Here am
I d&troyed, said he, where I looked for safety, while
no evil happened to me where I most dreaded it. But
I have this consolation, that I used the best means for
my preservation.

MozrarL.—We are liable to many accidents thatno care or
foresight can prevent: we are to provide, however, the best
meanswe can against them, and leave the rest to Providence.

Fasre 117.—The Stag ‘and the Lion.

A Stag who was closely pursued by the hounds, fled
for safety into a Lion’s den ; and as he was just expir-
ing under the paw of the Llon Miserable creature that
I am! said he, to fly for protection from one enemy,
and to fall into the jaws of a greater ! :

. MO}}AL.-—-M&D}’, to ayoid one danger, run into a greater.
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Fasre 118.—The Goat and the Vine.

The Goat, hard pressed by the huntsmen, took refuge
in a vineyard, and concealed himself under the covert
of a Vine. As soon as he thought the danger over, he,
began to browze on the leaves of the Vine ; and by thic
means destroyed the very branches that ‘covered his
horns, which discovered him to one who happened
to be behind in the chase; who quickly salled back
the others, and the Goat was lqlled confessing that his
punishment was just, from having offeted violence to his
protector. ‘

Moran.—Vengeance often overtakes those who repay
evil for good, and who scek the ruin of their benefactors.

Fasre 119.—T%e Ass, the Lion, and the Cocl.

As a Cock and an Ass were feeding together in the
same field, a fierce and angry Lion suddcnly made to-
wards the Ass. The Cock, seemg the Ass in danger,
crowed and clapped his wings courageously, while
the Ass was trembling and braying through fear. The
Lion, on hearing the shrill note of the Cock, scamper-
ed off as fast as ho could. -Thesilly Ass, vainly suppos-
ing that it was his hideous noise that alarmed his noble
adversary, had the folly to pursue him to some distance.
But as soon as they were out of the hearing of the Cock,
the Lion turned upon him and tore him to pieces.

MorarL.—Cowards may pursue an adversary whom they
would not face.

Fapre 120.—The Gardoner and his Dog.

A Gardener’s Dog tumbled into a well: his master,
not wishing to lose him, let himgelf down, and feachcd
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forth his hand to help him out. The cfr, thinking it
was only to duck him deeper, snapped him by the fin-
gers. The master, being displeased at such ingratitude,
,g.at u.Havmn, and left the dog as he found him, say-
.ing, I #m well enough served mdee(f to take so much
trouble for' one that knows not how to receive a fa-
vor. )

l\Ion,;L.-—‘J.?hvors are thrown away upon two sorts of
characters ; those who do not understand a good intention,
and those who are not sensible of one.

Fasrr 121.—7The Snake and the Crab.

A great familiarity was contracted between a Snake
and a Crab. The Crab, who was a plain-dealing ho-
nest creature, advised his companion to.leave off all
shuffling and deceit, and to_ practise a more straight-
forward course. The Snake, however,, Went on with his

old gricks; so that the Crab dissolved all friendship
with him; and soon after found him dead, stretched
out at full length. The Crab, looking upon him with
regret, said, this had never befallen you, my old crook-
ed acquaintance, if you had only lived as straight as
you died.

MoraL.—It is of more consequence to know how to
live than how to die,
A

Fasre 122.—The Shepherd and the young Wolf.

A Shepherd who found a'\Volf’s whelp, brought it
home, and trained it up with his dogs. The whelp fed
with them, grew up‘with them, and, whenever they
went out in chase of a wolf, he was sure to accompany
them.! It sometimes happened that the wolf escaped,




‘ 60

and the dogs g#ve over the pursuit. But this domestic
wolf continued the chase till he came up with his bre-
thren, when he shared with them the prey, and then
returned to his master. 'When he was not fortunate
enough to share with the wolves, he would now and
then help himself to a strayed sheep fromgthe flock.
He carried on this practice till the Shepherd caught
him in the very act of devouring a fine fit sheép from
the fold. The Shepherd made summary justice of the
affair, for he was hanged without the usual ceremony
of a trial. '

Morar.—That disposition must be bad indeed that
cannot be improved by either education or kindness.

FaBLE 123.—The Lion, the Fox, and the Wolf.

The king of beasts being grown old and sickly, all
his subjects of tk~ forest, except the Fox, went to sym-
pathize with him. The Wolf took this occasion to injure
the Fox. 1T can assure your majesty, said he, that it is
nothing but pride and insolence that keeps the Fox from
appearing at court. The Fox, hearing of the Wolf’s
conduct, presented himself before the Lion, and finding
him- exceedingly enraged, entreated his patience and
assured him that the reason of his absence was only
owing to his being deeply engaged in study to find
a remedy for his maj@sty’s illness; and that he had
been so happy as to discover an infallible cure. 'What
is it ? said the Lion, véry eagerly. Why, said the
Fox, it is the skin of a flayed Wolf, wrapt reeking
warm round your majesty’s body; and, depend upon it,
it will prove a certain antidote. The Wolf, finding the
Lion thankful for the advice, was sneaking off ds fast

<

P
Id '3 .
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as he could ; but the Fox was too t@ady to assist the
royal ofﬁcers in pulling his skin over his “ars; and
whilst it was in doing, the Fox sneeringly told the Wolf,
Ahat he was now a fit warning to all malicious back-
Liters, and hoped they would be car®ful how they irri-
tated a prince against their absent fellow-subjects.

MorAL, —Backblters are base characters ; and it cannot
fail to aﬁ‘m\i pleasure when they are detected and meet
with their deOltS.

FasLe 124.—The Drunkard and his Wife.

A woman who had the misfortune to have a drunken
husband, placed him once, when he was dead-drunk, in
a charnel-house. 'When she thought he was come to
himself again, she went and knocked at the door. Who
is there ? said the toper. Omne, replied the woman with
a hoarse voice, that brings meat for the, dead. Friend,
cried, he, bring me drink if you please : I wonder that
anybody who knows me, should bring me one without
the other. I see then, said the woman in a voice much
better known to him, that you are quite irreclaim-
able: you must be given up to your evil destiny ; for
what you love will soon end your days: all I fear is,
that you will first beggar me and your family.

Morar.—Habits become second nature, and then it is
almost impossible to eradicate tI}eIL

Fasre 125.—The .R.a'@'cn and the Swan.

A TRaven, fancying that the Swan’s beauty was owing
to his frequent bathing and the peculiar nature of his
diet, dgtermined to try the experiment ; and so quitted
his natural course of life and food, and betook himself
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to the lakes and rffers. He was mortified to find, that
all his wd&iugs and his change of living, instead of al-
tering his sable plumage, brought him to an untimely
end. ' i

' NORAL. It is folly to attempt to change the laws or
nature. K

FasLE 126.—The Swallow and the Cfow.

A Crow, who was disputing with a,Swallow for the
prize of beauty, said to the Swallow, Yours at the
best is only a spring beauty ; but mine continues all
the year round. .

Morarn.—A durable good is preferable to a transitory one.

Fanrr 127.—The Nightingale and the Bat.

A melodious Nightingale, singing in a cage at a win-
dow at midnight, was asked by a Bat, why she did not
sing in the day as well as in the night ? 'Why, said the
Nightingale, I was caught singing in the day, and so I
took it for a warning. You should have thought of this
before you were taken, said the Bat : as the case stands
now, you are in no danger of being caught singing
again ; for you cannot be worse off than you are.

MoraL.—We may be wise when it is too late.

Fasre 128.—T'%e Boy and the Cockles.

As a boy was roasting Cockles, he was greatly
amused with the squeaking noise they made. Well,
said the Boy as he was ready to devour them, you are
surely very merry creatures, to sing while your house
18 on fire. ’

Morar.—It shows great barbarity to make a jest of the
misfortunes of others,
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Fasre 129.—The two Travellers and the Moncy-Bag. ™
. Two Travellers being on the way together, one of
them took up something. T.ook here, said he, I have
found a bag of money. No, replied the other, when
4wo iriends are together, you mu®t not say, I-have
found it, but, We have found it. I beg your pardon,
friend, said the others' I found it, and I ought to keep
it. The wotds were no sooner spoken than immediately
there was adoud hue and cry after a gang of thieves who
had stolen a purse on the road. Alas! brother, said
the finder, we shall be utterly ruined. Ah! said the
‘other, you should not say, We shall be undone, but I
shall be undone; for if I am to have mno part in the
finding, I will never go shares in thehaHGMET ==

MoraL.—Men are willing enc%’fx/%"‘ﬁéve 'Iiailm

their losses, but not in their gajfs. '

—t AN
Fasre 130.——1‘/&0\‘?@_9@'0 S~

There were two Frogs, one lived ."in'a‘ﬁne,?}apgmm‘d}
and the other in a dirty shallow ditch close b5
inhabitant of the tank, finding that his neighbour’s water
in the ditch begdn to fail, from motives of kindness per-
suaded his distressed friend to remove with him to the
pool, where he would find every comfort and accommo-
dation. The Frog felt sensible jf his neighbour’s kind
attention, but said, that he swids so used to the old
dwelling he could not think of leaving. 'What then was
the consequence of refusing, %0 kind an offer ? Very
soon after, a countryman, in driving his team over the
dry ditch, crushed the*poor Frog to death.

Moxar.—Some people are so obstinato and idle, that they
would die in a ditch rgther than exert themselves. :

T or2
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FaBLg 181.—The Bee-keeper.

A thief entered a bee-garden in the absence of the
master, and robbed the hives. The owner, on his return,
discovered the robbery, and stood thinking how it hap-
pened. The Bees in the interim came home- out of_
the fields, laden with honey ; and missing their combs,
came down in swarms upon the master: Woell, said
he, you are a company of senseless and aungrateful
wretches, to let a stranger that has rifled you of your
store go off in peace, and to direct, all your venom
against me, while I am puzzling my brains to find out
both how to preserve you, and how to repair the loss
you have sustained.

Morar.—It is not uncommon for people to mistake their
friends for their foes, and treat them accordingly.

Fasur 132.—The Kingfisher.

A timid Kingfisher built her nest in the hollow of a
bank by the river side, that she might be out ot the
reach of the cruel fowler, and the more cruel boys of
the neighbourhood. But while she was foraging abroad
for her young, a violent torrent arose, which swept
away nest, birds, and all. Seeing her sad misfortunes
on her return, she pitifully exclaimed, Unhappy crea-
ture that I am, to fly from the apprehension of one
calamity into the mouth of a greater !

MoraL.—Many, to escape one danger, often expose them-
selves to a greater, and suppose themselves safe where much
is to be feared. :

Fasre 133.—Fishing in iroubled waters.
A Fisherman laid his net for a draught; and as he
was gathering it up, he was coutinually dashing the
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water to frighten the fish into the net. -Some of the
neighbourhood, observing his conduet, told him he did
not do right to muddy the water in that manner, and
-sppeihtheir drink. Well, said he, I must either spoil
your diink, or have nothing to eat fyself.

MoraL.—Tt is an unhappy circumstance, when in doing
our duty, we 't'a.re compelled to offend others.

A

FA'I;LE. 134.— The Ape and the Dolphin.

An Ape happéned to be aboard a vessel which was
‘cast away in a Storm. As the men were paddling for
their lives, with the Ape in company, a Dolphin, taking
him for a man, received him upon his back, and was
making towards land with him. Having reached a safe
road called the DPirecus, he asked the Ape if he was
an Athenian. He said, Yes, and of a very ancient
family. Why then, said the Dolphin, you know Pi-
reeus P Oh! exceedingly well, said the Ape, taking it
for the name of a man : Pirseus is my particular friend.
The Dolphin was so much incensed at the impudence
of the buffoon, that he slipped from between his legs ;
and there was an end of the pretended Athenian.

Morar.—Contempt and infamy are generally the portion
of a detected impostor.

FaBLe 135.—Mercurd and the Statuary.

Mercury, desirous of knowing what credit he had in
the world, assumed the shape of a man, and went to
the house of a famoug Statuary, and asked the price
of a Jupiter, and then of a Juno. The carver told
him their respective value. Mercury, secing an image
-of himself with all Ais symbols, Here am I, said he to
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himself, in the quality of Jupiter’s messenger, and the *
patron of artizans, with all my trade about me: I sup-
pose the fellow will ask twenty times as much for this
as he did for the others. Well, said Mercury, what-s
the value of this béautiful god ? Why truly, said thd -
Statuary, you seem to be a civil customer ; give me the
price for the other two, and you shall hgye that into
the bargain. v

Morar.—To know what our nelghbours think of us,
would cure us of much vanity.

FasrLe 136.—The Hound and the Mastiff.

A man kept two dogs ; one for the chase, the other
to watch the house. Whatever the Hound brought
from the field, the house-dog was allowed to share
The other dog murmured that the Mastiff should reap
the fruit of his Igbors. The house-dog observed to the
Hound, You ought to consider, that while you are
bunting for the master’s pleasure and your own profit,
I protect the house for the good of all.

Morar.—Although we may be differently occupied, we
may be equally useful.

FasrLe 137.—The Wolf and the Kid.

A malicious Wolf pursued a poor straggling Kid,
* who, finding no way of 6scape, turned and said, I per-
ceive that it is my fate to be devoured ; and wishing to
die as pleasantly as possiblo, allow me to beg a song
before I die. The Wolf’s vanity being raised by such
a request, he began to howl as loud as his throat would
permit him, which concert soon brought a company of
dogs about his ears, and the Kidrescaped. Well, said
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the Wolf to himself, this comes of my meddling with a
science I know nothing of. I was brought up a butcher,
and not a musician.

v~ Aaar.— We should be careful how we depart from our
propor s‘phel_'e of action.

Fabre 138.—The conceited Musician.

A certain Gentleman who had an inferior voice, but
an excellent music-room, was continually practising,
until he so much *admired his skill, that he must needs
venture to show his talents in a public theatre. The
assembly were so much disgusted with his performance
and vanity, that they hissed and pelted the poor fellow
off the stage.

Mozrar.—The eyes of our neighbours see, and their ears

hear, better than our own. .

» FasLE 139.—The Thieves and the Cock.

A gang of Thieves broke into a farm house, and
found nothing to carry away, except a poor Cock. The
Cock spoke as much for himself as he could; but in-
sisted chiefly upon his services in calling people to their
work, when it was time to rise. Sirrah, said one of the
Thieves, you had better have let that argument alone ;
for your waking the family ruingour trade ; and we are

to be hanged, forsooth, for your Dawling, are we ?

Mograr,—That which is & goqd argument to an honest
man is not such to a rogue. e

FasLe 140.->The Crow and the Dog.

‘While a superstitious Crow was sacrificing to Mi-
nerva, a Dog said to kim, In vain do you pray to the
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goddess ; for she has such an aversion to you, that you
are particularly excluded out of all auguries. Ah! said
the Crow, I will then sacrifice the more to her, to try
if I cannot make her my friend.

MoraL.—Superstitious minds frequently pervert the
clearest dictates of reason and religion.

FasrLe 141.—The Raven and the Snake.

As a Snake lay basking in the sun, a Raven took
him up, and flew away with him. The Snake kept
twisting and turning, till he mortally wounded the
Raven; when the unhappy bird greatly reproached
himself for being so foolish as to meddle with a creature
so charged with venom.

MoraL.—Nature has made the necessaries of life easy ;
but if we desire ¢things which we neither need nor under-
stand, we shall be sure to suffer. .

FasrLe 142.—The Wolf and the Sheep.

A Wolf, bitten by a dog, lay licking his wounds;
and being extremely faint and ill, called out to a Sheep
that was passing by: Hark, friend, said he, if thou
wouldst only help me to one sip of water out of the
brook, I could makef shift to get somdthing to eat.
Yes, said the Sheep, I make no doubt of it : for you
intend to make him tha{ brings you drink, find you
meat into the bargain; end ‘my slaughtered carcass
will have to pay for all. ]

Mozrar.—Civilities to cruel and ungrateful men are dan-
gerous.
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FasLe 143.—The Hares, the Foxes, and the Eagles.

The Hares were threatened with a bloody war from
their old enemies the Eagles, who endeavoured also to
Jormean alliance with the Foxes. But this sagacious
‘race very frankly told the Eagles, that they would very
cheerfully sérve them if it were not for the perfect know-
ledge they hi4d both of their peaceable neighbours the
Hares, ‘an’d of the ferocious temper of their sublime
friends.  °

Morar.—No league should be entered into without
well examining the parties.

FasLe 144.—The covetous Man transformed into a
Pismire.

A covetous Husbandman was continually plundering
his neighbour’s goods and c¢drn, and storing them up in
his own barn. Jupiter, observing his ‘wickedness, was
so incensed at the fellow, that he changed him into a
creeping ant. DBut even this severe punishment was not
sufficient to improve either his mind or manners, for he
still continued the practice of stealing whatever he
could.

Morar.—It is next to impossible to correct habitual vices.

Fasre 145.—The suppo&’d Sea- Wreck.

A company of people walking by the sea-shore saw
something come floating towa,rds them a great way out
at sea. At first they took it for a great ship, then a
little one, and as it cAme still nearer, they fancied it
was a poat. But at last it proved to be nothing more
than a float of weedg and rushes, Whereupon they
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made the following reflection among themselves: We
have been waiting here with great expectation for what
at last comes to nothing at all.

Morar.—Wae are froquently led away by distant arzesat-
ances which, when brought near, greatly disappoint us.

FaniLe 146.—The wild and the tame Ass.

As a tame Ass was enjoying himself in & rich mea-
dow, with a coat and carcass in excellent condition, who
should make his appearance but a wild Ass from the
next wood ? Seeing the happy state of his polite re-
lative, he thus addressed him: Brother, I envy you
your enjoyments: and then abruptly left him. Some
time after this affair, the tame brother was groaning
under an unmerciful load, with a cruel fellow goading
him forward. ﬂow is this? said the wild Ass, who was
passing at the time ; I see that you have to pay dear
enough for that sleek coat and plump carcass that I
eny_ied a day or two ago.

" MorAL.—Men are made miserable by envying others
and by being dissatisfied with their own state.

FasLe 147.—There is no To-morrow.

A man who had for; a long time lived a very pro-
fligate life, was at length alarmed by the faithful remon-
strances of a sober friend ; and on the apprehension of
a feverish indisposition, promised that he would heartily:
set about a reformation and seriously begin the import-
ant work to-morrow. But the rhorrow came, and the
symptoms of -fever going off, the reformation was left
to the next day. And so he went on from one to-



!

morrow to another, without abandoning his reprobate
life. His friend observed to him, I am very much con-
cerned to find how little effect my disinterested advice
hag had upon you: let me tell you, my friend, that
“singe™ your to-morrow mnever comesy and you do mnot
wish it ever.should, I believe you no more, except you
set about your repentance and amendment this very
moments. .Tosay nothing of your repeated broken pro-
mises, you Nust consider that the time which is past is
gone for ever, and that to-morrow is not ours; the
present time is all we can call our own.

° M - 3
MoraL,—Repentance cannot be sincere, if not accom-
panied with reformation.

Fasre 148.—The Ass and the Frogs.
~ An unfortunate Ass, with a weighty load on his back,
sank in a bog amongst a shodl of Frogs, where the poor
heast lay sighing and groaning as if }is heart would
brem'{ Hark ye, old friend, said one of the amphibious

hundred of our mnearest relations and dearest frlends
being crushed to death by your unwieldy weight. In-
stead of groaning and sprawling here, you had better
redouble your exertions, and extricate yourself and us
from this miserable plight. ’

Morarn.—Minor evils, partieu!ar’y if occasioned by our

own imprudence, are endured vith less impatience when
‘we see others suffering greateg.

FABLE 149.— T%e galled Ass and the Raven.
‘As gn Ass with a galled back was quietly feeding in
a meadow, an insolenf Raven pitched upon him, and
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there sat pecking the sore. The Ass began frisking
and braying : a groom who saw the tricks of the Ass at
a distance, could not refrain from laughing at him.
Well! said a 'Wolf that was passing by, and who 0 sup-
posed the Raven was devouring the Ass; only §ee the’
injustice of the world! A poor Wolf, in the Raven’s
place, would have been hunted to death presently ; but
as it is a Raven, the man makes a joke of* it, -

MoraL.—Partiality and ignorance often lead us into
numerous mistakes, and cause usto maké wrong inferences
and conclusions,

Fasre 150.—The Lion, the Ass, and the Fox.

An Ass and a Fox, who were upon the ramble to-
gether, met a Lion by the way. The Fox trembled
with fear : but, to make the best of the event, he made
up to the Lion, and with & low bow said, Sire, I am
come to offer your majesty my services, and to cast my-
self on your gracious protection. If you have amiad to
have my companion the Ass, you have only to command,
and you shall have him immediately., Let it be done
then, said the Lion. So the Fox trepanned the Ass
into a pit ; and when the Lion found he had him safe,
he began with the treacherous Fox himself, and for the
second course feasted on the Ass. DBut, before the Lion
had time to get out of the pit, he was seen by hunters,
who shot him through the heart.

Morar.—The measure we mete to others, will be meted

to us again.
(%]

FasLE 151.—The Hen and the Swallow.
A poor senseless Hen sat brooding on the eggs of a
venomous serpent. A judicious Swallow observing her
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*folly, warned her of the danger to which s¥e was ex-
posed, by telling her that she was actually hatching her
own destruction. The Hen, disregarding the faithful
«advice of her friend and obstinately persisting in her
folly, very soon verified the predictiof of the Swallow.

Morar.—Many a kind benefactor has cherished ungrate-
ful and 1n3urlqﬁs dependoents; and many have lost their
hves by negle{ztmg the advice of a friend.

Fasre 152. --le Pigeon and the Pamtmg

A Tigeon, seemo a picture on glass representing a
elear current of water, and supposing it to be real water,
flew rashly and eagerly against it, to quench her thlrsh
But, stunning herself against the frame of the,
she fell to the ground, and was taken up dead,,

MoraL.—We often miss our object by pux' mng 1t /too
eagmly B

£

" FasLr 153.—The Pigeon and the Crotw.

A fruitful Pigeon was once boasting to a Crow of tis.
wonderful increase of her progeny. The Crow réphed'(
that he could perceive no reason why she should be 56
vain of her numerous offspring, since they had all been
condemned while very young either to boil in a pot, to
roast on & spit, or to bake in a pie. I see more cause
for sorrow than for joy in your cese, remarked the ob-
servant Crow. o ! )

MoraL.~Children are blessipgs only as long as they
afford pleasure and comfort to their parents.

FasLe 154.—Jupiter and the Herdsman.
A Herdsman having lost a calf out of his grounds,
‘and ngt hearing any tidings of it, betook himself to his
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prayers : Great Jupiter, said he, if thou wilt graciously*
show me the thief who stole my calf, I will offer thee
a kid as a sacrifice. As soon as he had ended his pe-
tition, the thief appeared; which turned out te be a
fierce lion. This®compelled the poor fellow to pray
again! saying, I have not forgotten my "vow, but as
thou hast brought me the thief, I will taake the kid a
bull, if thou wilt deliver me from the j Jaws of the lion.

MoraL.—If our wishes were always g'ratlﬁed, they
would often lead to our destruction.

Fasre 166.—The Gnat and the Lion.

As a Lion was roaming in the forest, he was chal-
lenged to a single combat by an insignificant Guat.
The challenge was readily accepted ; the Gnat rushed
into the nostrils of the Lion, and so tormented him,
that he tore himself with his own paws, and at last fled
from the contest. The Gnat, with no little pridg, flew
off in triumph ; but, as he was glorying in his victory,
he stuck in a cobweb, where he fell a prey to a piti-
ful spider. The disgrace cut him to the heart, that
after having subdued a lion, he should be cut off by so
mean a reptile as a spider.

Morar.—DProvidence has power to humble the pride of
the mighty, by the most despicable means. *

Farie 156.&—le Lion and the Frog.

As a lion was ranging the woods for prey, he was
suddenly alarmed by a dirmal and croaking sound which
he heard ; and turning about to prepare for some dread-
ful encounter with a monster ‘equal to himself, what
was his astonishment when he beheld a noisy and pi-
tiful Frog crawling out of a hols close by! And is this
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vall ? gaid the Lion, betwixt shame and indignation: I
shall never in future give way to imaginary terrors,
which only arise from a weak imagination and cow-
ardly disposition.

: Mofmn.-—{l‘he alarm occasioned by %hadows, ought to
teach us to mvot real dangoer with courage.

Finme /157.—-—T he Peacock and the Magpie.

The birds having assembled for the purposc of choos-
ing a king, were so taken with the gaudy appearance of
a fine strutting 1’eaco<'k that they all with one consent
determined to mmke choice of him. The Magpie, how-
ever, desired the assembly to consider first what they
were about: for if, said he, the eagle, the vulture, or
the hawk, should invade us, what assistance can we
expect from such a coxcomb ? After duly tonsidering
the Magpie’s observation, they changed their minds,
ad madc another choice.

Monar.—Wo should be careful not to be led away by
outside show.

Fasre 158.—The Lion, the Ass, and the Iox.

The Lion, the Ass, and the Fox went out on a hunt-
ing party together, and agreed to divide the spoil equally
among them. They had execllent sport in chasing
a well-fed stag, whom, after a few hours, they overtook
and slew. As the Ass was eppointed to divide the
booty, he stepped forward and cut up the game in equal
shares according to agreemeng, and then very politely
left his royal companion to take his choice. The Lion,
not being pleased with the manners of the Ass, nor
with thg divided portions, fell upon him without mercy,

,and tore him to pieces, The Lion then turned to the
N G 2 .
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Fox, saying, As you know a little of the law, you know.
also something of justice: I beg therefore that you would
divide the booty. The Fox, observing the temper of
the Lion, placed all the lots together, reserving for him-
self the offals only. Ah! said the Lion, T ap» not mis-
taken in your character : I see you understand justice,
and know how to render due respect tu character and
talent. Pray where did you receive your learning P
From the fate of the Ass, replied the Fox.

MoraL.—We may receive instruction and warning from
the follies and fate of others. k

FapLE 159.—The Wolf and the I(id.

As a Wolf was passing a cottage, he was espied by a
Kid, who vas looking through a hole in the door. The
Kid, feeling herself safe in the house, sent forth a tor-
rent of abuse cn the Wolf and on all his tribe, Ak
said the Wolf, if I had you out of the castle, I'would
teach you better manners.

MoraL.—Security makes cowards bold and presumptuous.

FasLe 160.—dJupiter and the Ass.

A gardener’s Ass, which did a great deal of work for
a very small allowance, prayed for another master. Ju-
piter heard his petitiony and gave him over to a potter,
where the poor Ass found clay and tile a much heavier
burden than roots and cabbages, and implored the god
for another change. Jupiter committed him to a tannev,
and there his grievances were ‘still heightened. The
Ass complaining, said, I have only been pirched in
flesh and ill-used under my former masters, but in
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my present condition I have the same causes of com-
plaint; besides which, I am in danger of losing my skin.

Morar.—People who are fond of change, are mnot so
weary, of their situations as of themselves, and seldom
better t'hei{ condition.

3
FasrLy 161.—The Woman and the Maids.

It wes the usual custom of a good housewife to call
her maids every morning just at the crowing of the
cock. The lasses’ were loath to rise so early, and deter-
mined together tC.: kill the poor cock: for, said they,
if it were not for his waking our thrifty mistress, she
would not wake us. 'When the maids had removed the
good woman’s cock, she would frequently mistake the
hour 'and call them up at midnight : so that instead of
bettering themselves, they found they werd in a worse
condition than before. N

Mokar.—One error generally leads to another.

FaBLE 162.—The Eagle and the Ouwl.

A royal Eagle, having resolved to prefer such of his
subjects as he found most agreeable for person and ad-
dress, ordered every bird to bring its young ones to
court. They came accordingly ; and every one in its
turn endeavored to advance its own. At last, the blink-
ing Owl came moping, and told Ais majesty, that if a
graceful mien and an open cotinfenance, with a splen-
did plumage, might entitle any of his subjects to a pre-
ference, she doubted not but her aceomplished children
would be looked upon as holding the first place; for,
said she, they are all the exact picture of myself.

MoraL.—Where self-love predoiinates, there is much
, Vanity,
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Fasre 163.—The Oak and the Willow.

In a controversy between the Oak and the Willow,
the Oak upbraided the Willow, because it was weak
and wavering, and gave way to every blast ; while he,
a royal Oak, scorned {g yield to the most raging tem-
pests which he despised as they whistled by him. A
very little while after this dispute, there, was a most
violent storm. The pliant Willow gave way to the gust,
and soon recovered itself again, without réceiving any
damage; while the sturdy Oak, stubbornly resist-
ing the hurricane, was torn up, and perished root and
branch.

Morarn.—It is better to yield to difficulties so as to rise
above them, than to be destroyed by them through an obsti-
nate resistance.

FaBLE 164.—The Ant and the Grasshopper.

As the Antswere drying their provisions one winte-,
a hungry Grasshopper begged alms of them. "They
told the prodigal, that he should have wrought in sum-
mer, then he would not have wanted in winter. Well,
said the Grasshopper, you know that I was not idle, for
I sang through the whole season. Nay, then, said they,
you will do well to make a merry year of it, and dance
in winter to the tune that you sang in summer.

Morar.—Idleness 15 the fruitful source of want and
misery. '

FABLE 165.— The Bull and the Goat.

A Bull, being hard pressed by a Lion, ran toward a
goat-stall to save himself. The Goat stood at the door
and with his horns disputed the passage with him.
Barbarous wretch ! gaid the Bull, how can you thus
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refuse shelter to one in distress? I know well what I
do, replied the Goat : would it not be the height of
imprudence in me to give you entrance, and bring the
Lion upon my own back ?

Morat.—The duties of humamty oblige us to do all we
can to assisy our mneighbors in distress; yet we are to be
careful not to ruin ourselves and families for their sakes.

FABLE 166.—TVe Nurse and the froward Child.

A Wolf, as he*was prowling about for prey, passed a
door where a little child was bawling, and a nurse chid-
ing it. Leave your ill temper, said the woman to the
child, or I will throw you to the Wolf. The Wolf
hearing this, waited for some time, hoping the woman
would be as good as her word. But the, child being
pacified into better temper,%he Wolf had the mortifica-
tion to hear the nurse commend the child, saying, If
the Wolf comes, wo will beat his brains out. Upon
which the Wolf went muttering away as fast as he could.

Morar.—The ingenuous may be wrought upon by fair
worde, but the obstinate must be terrified into duty.

FaBLe 167.—The Tortoise and the Eagle.

An ambitious Tortoise, nofy being satisfied with
always crawling on the earth, hwd a great desire to soar
above with the fowls of the au', and engaged an Eagle
to teach her*the art of ﬂymg The Eagle dissuaded
the aspiring Tortoise against such vain attempts; but
the more the Eagle discouraged her, the more desirous
she was to learn. The Eagle, to satis’y the extraordi-
_nary desire of the Tortoise, took her up an amazing
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height in the air, and then let her go, when she was
dashed to pieces on a rock.

Morar.—Great heights are dangerous to weak heads.

FABLE 168.—The old Crab and her Dayghter.
Child, said a Crab to her awkward daughter, I wish
you would learn to walk straight, instead of twisting
and twirling at every step you take. Pray, mother,
said the young Crab, if you will only set me the exam-
ple, I will endeavor to follow it. ,
‘MoraL.—Precepts require examples.

FasrLe 169.—The Sun and the Wind.

A controversy arose between the Sun and the Wind,
as to which Wwas the strono-er of the two. It was agreed
to be decided in favor of h1m who could make a tra-
veller throw off his cloak. The Wind soon raiged w
dreadful storm, accompanied with hailstones and rain,
which he poured on the poor traveller. The man, bemg
both wet and cold, wrapped himself up the clober, and
kept advancing in spite of the weather. The Sun then
began his part, and darted forth his beams upon him
in so powerful a manner, that at last the traveller
‘grew faint with heat, threw off his cloak, and lay down
in the shade to refresh hiimself. .

. MoraL.—Mildness anll persuasion produce more effect
upon ingenuous minds than blustering and pullying.

FaBLE 170.—The Ass in the Lion’s skin.

An Ass having found a Lion’s skin, threw it about
him, and masqueraded up and down the woods. The
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world was his own for a while, and wherever he went,
every one fled from him : but at last, taking it into his
head to imitate the Lion’s roar, he fell a braying. This
made the flying foresters turn about, when they spied
his ears also; upon which they all fell upon him, strip-
ped him, ard gave him cause to repent of his conduct.

Morar.—Disguise will not shield our characters long.

"FasLe 171.—The Frog turned Physician.

A conceited quack of a Frog, raising himself on the
highest bank of a dirty pond, proclaimed to an assem-
bly of animals his wonderful skill in physic. In the
assembly was a discerning old Fox, who, surveying the
sallow aspect of the impostor, said, with an air of con-
tempt : Thou pedantic fellow, how canst thou, with so
hoarse a voice, and with s3 sickly a countenance, pre-

md to cure other people ? It would Lie better to prac-
tise ‘on thyself, and then we should be better able to
judge respecting thy pretensions.

MorAL.—If wo are not able to do for ourselves what we
profess to do for others, we must not be surprised if they
apply to us the old proverb, Physician, heal thyself.

FasLe 172.—The Diggraced Dog.

A certain man had a good Hd&use-dog: for that rea-
son he was loath to part with him, though he was very
mischievous to strangers. Jle therefore put a clog on
his neck, and also a bell, to warn people in the day-
time of his approach.® The Dog took this for a parti-
cular mark of his master’s favor, and prided himself
much upon it, till qne of his companions said to him,
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You are greatly mistaken, to take these trappings for
ornament, or a token of estecm, which are in truth no-
thing more than a note of infamy set upon you for your
ill manners.

MorarL.—Som8 characters glory in their §hmﬁé.

FaBLE 173.—The two Friends and thé Bemr.

Two friends, as they were travelling together, under
an agreement of helping each other, met a Bear in the
way. Finding there was no way of escape, one of the
travellers chmbed up a tree, and the other threw him-
self flat with his face upon the ground, and held his
breath. The Bear came directly up to him, and put his
nose to his mouth, and to his ears; and at last, taking
it for grantel that it was only a carcass, left him. The
Bear was no sooner gone, than down came his compa-
nion, and with . sneer asked him, what it was the Dear
whispered in his ear? He charged me, said he, to be
careful how I keep company with those who, in the time
of distress, leave their friends in the lurch.

MoxarL,—True friendship, like gold in tho fire, loses
nothing good by being tried.

Fasre 174.—The Bald Gentleman.

‘When periwigs were first used to cover the defect
of baldness, a certain gentleman had one for that pur-
pose, which passed for his own hair, But, as he was
one day riding out in company, a sudden puff of wind:

“blew off both his wig and his haty and put the company
into a loud laugh at his bald pate. He, for his part,
fell a laughing with the rest, and said, Why, really,
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gentlemen, this is merry enough; for how could I ex-
poct to keep other people’s hair, who could not preserve
my own ?

* Morar.—The best way to prevent chagrin from a joke,
is to laugPat it. .

", Fanie 175.—The two Pots.

A brass Pot and an earthen one were swept off the
bank by a violent inundation, and carried down the
stream together. * The brass Pot, seeing the earthen one
avoid him, bid him fear nothing, for he would do him
no hurt. Not willingly, I believe, said the other ; but
our constitutions are so different, that if 1 strike against
you, or you against me, I only shall be thg suflerer.

Moran.—Uncqual fellewships are dangerous.

[ )
¥asLe 176.—DBad Luck and Good Luck.

A merchant who had raised himself from a small for-
tune to a large one, by successful traffic, was continu-
ally boasting : Why, said he, this is what arises from
people properly understanding their business; all that
I have done, is entirely owing to my skill, judgment,
and wise management. As he began trade with avarice,
so he continued his concerns witl\ the same avaricious
soul, until at last his affairs fook an unfavorable turn ;
and what with wrecks,. fires® bankrupts, and pirates,
coming one after the other, the poor merchant was ab-
solutely reduced to sfarvation. When complaining of
his distress, he exclaimed, Ah! this is my cursed for-
tune, ly sad and deplorable fate. Fortune, who was
by af the time, overlfearing these complaints, said to
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him, You are an arrogant and ungrateful fellow, to
ascribe all the good to yourself and all the evil to me.
Morar.—It ig too frequently the case, that people com-
plain of Providence on account of the evils they mee? with, -
and commend themselves for all the good they zéceive.

Fasre 177.—The Peacock and the Crane.

As a Peacock and a Crane were in compauny together,
the Peacock spread his tail, and challenged the other
to show a similar fan of feathers. You boast of your
plumes, said the Crane, that are fair indeed to the eye,
but fit for nothing but to attract the attention of chil-
dren and fools. Do as I do, if you can, said the Crane,
and then, with a suitable contempt, rose up into the
air, and lefi the astonished Peacock staring after him
till his eyes ached. -

Morar.—Thero cannot be a greater sign of weaknegg .
than for a person to value himself in a gaudy exteriur.

FasrLe 178.—The Tiger and the Foz.

As a huntsman was upon the chase, and the beasts
flying before him; Let me alone, said a Tiger, and I
will put an end to this war myself. e had no sooner
said the word than he found himself wounded with an
arrow ; and while he was trying to draw it out, a Fox
asked him, fropm what bold hand it was that he received
this injury P I beliove, said the Tiger, it must be from
a man ; and Td now, when it is too late, that there
is no contending against an adversary who can wounu
without coming into close contact.

Morar.—Contests with persons of superior power or
ability should be avoided. ’ .
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FaBLE 179.— The Lion and the Bulls.

A party of Bulls entered into a league to keep and
feed together, and stand against the common enemy.
So long as the confederacy continued, they were safe :

“-but soon.after they fell out among tBemselves ; and the
Lion, takiny advantage of it, destroyed them all one
by one. y

" =+ "MorarL.—Union is strength.

Fasre 180,—Te Fir and the Bramble.

- My head, said the boasting Fir-tree to the humble
Bramble, is advanced among the stars ; I furnish beams
for palaces, and masts for ships; the very moisture of
my body is a sovereign remedy for the sick and wound-
ed : whereas thou, O DBramble, creepest in, the ditch,
and art good for nothing ¥n the world but mischief.
I pretend not to vie with thee, said tbe Dramble, in
the vartues of which thou boastest : but remember, that
he who made thee a lofty Fir, could have made thee an
humble Bramble. I pray thee, tell me, when the car-
penter comes next with his axe, whether thou wouldst
not rather be a Bramble than a Fir-tree.

Morar.—DPoverty secures us from many dangers to
which the rich are exposed. The vengeance of heaven, in

a thunder-storm, falls more sevore.ly on lofty trees than
upon humble shrubs.

‘FasLE 181.—The Covetous .Z.li.an and the Enrvious Man.

A covetous man and an envious man both petition-

ed Jupiter, who told titem that what one asked, should

be doupled to the other. The covetous man, accord-

ing to his character, desired great riches and posses
©H
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sions; on which the other immediately received a double ,
portion. This by no means satisfied the envious man, -
who repined because his neighbor was half as wealthy
as himself ; and he therefore requested that one of his
own eyes mlght e taken, out, that he might have the
pleasure of seeing his companion lose both 1 iis.

Morar.—Envy repines at the good possessed by others;
and is emphatically called its own tormentor, - - °

BRI )

Fasre 182.—The Crow and the Pitcher.

A thirsty Crow found a Pitcher, with only a little
water in it ; but it was so low that he could not come at
it. He tried first to break the pot, and then to over-
turn it; but it was both too strong and too heavy for
him. At last he thought of a device that fully answer-
ed his purpose ; which was, the dropping a great many
little pebbles into the pitcher, to raise the water till it
came within reach.

Morar.—Necessity is the mother of invention and
contrivance. 'What we cannot accomplish by force, may
be brought to pass by art and invention.

Fasie 183.—The Lion and the Man.

In a controversy between a Lion and a Man, which
was the braver and the stronger of the two, the Man
said, Let us appeal tc that statue there, which was the
figure of a man cut in sfone with a lion under his feet.
Well' gaid the Lion in reply, if lions had been brought
up to painting and carvmog, as you men are, where you
have one lion under the feet of a man, you would hove
had twenty men under the pawsof a lion,

Mogar.—It is against the rules of common justice for
us to be judges in our own case.
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FasLE 184.—The Boy and the Thief.

A thief came up to an artful boy, who was crying
bitterly by the side of a well. The thief asked the lad
what_he was crying for. Why, said the lying youth,
while I was drawing water here, th® string broke, and
my silver dup is at the bottom of the well. The thief
immediately stripped, and went down in search of the
cup. After a'while he came up again with all his labor
for-die-piiiis, and found that the roguish boy in the
meantime had gone off with his clothes.

_Morar—The evil we do to others, frequently falls on
our own heads. He that diggeth a pit shall fall into it;
and he that rolleth a stone, it will return upon him.

FasLe 185.—The Man and the Satyr.

A great intimacy was forged between a an and a
Batyr. The man put his fingers one day to his mouth,
w7M blew upon them. What is that for ¥’ said the Satyr.
‘Why, replied the man, my hands are extremely cold,
and I do it to warm them. The Satyr at another time
found him blowing his pottage: And pray, said he,
what is the meaning of that ? Oh! said the man, my
broth is hot, I do it to cool it. Nay, said the Satyr, if
you have got a trick of blowing hot and cold out of the
same mouth, I have done with your friendship.

MoraL.—Words and actions, caflable of a double inter-
pretation, however correct in th8mselves, often destroy
friendship. There is no trusting a man that appears with
two faces.

FaBLE 186.—TFhe Countryman and Hercules.
A carter, whose waggon stuck fast in the mud, stood
gaping ‘and bawling te Hercules to lend him assistance.
.. "H2
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Why, you lazy fellow, said Hercules; why not put
your shoulder to the wheel yourself ? Are the gods to
do your drudgery, do you think, while you remain bel-
lowing like a child ?

MorAL.—We must exert ourselves, if we wish.to éucceed-
in our affairs, and not be contented with &itting still,
expecting miracles to be wrought in our favor.

Fasre 187.—The Ape and her Twin Brats.....

An Ape, that had twins, doated on’one more than the
other. It happened once, that she was greatly alarmed,
and in her fright caught up her favorite under her arm,
but took no notice of the other, who, to save itsclf,
leaped on the back of the mother. As the Ape was leap-
ing from branch to branch with her family, down she
fell, when the darling under her arm was killed on the
spot, while the one on her back escaped unhurt.

Morar.—Children are too frequently ruined b"_r fo -

dulgence.

FasLe 188.—The Fox and the Hedgehog.

A Fox having swam across a river, when he came to
the other side, found the bank so steep and slippery
that he could not get up. DBut this was not the whole
of his misfortune ; for, while he stood in the water de-
liberating what to do, he was attacked by a swarm of
flies which, settling upoxn his head and eyes, stung and
plagued him grievously., A Hedgehog, who stood upon
the shore, beheld and pitied his condition, and offered

_to drive away the flies which molested and teased him.
- Friend, replied the Fox, I thank“you for your kind offer,
but must desire you by no means to destroy these hon-
est bloodsuckers, whose bellies I fancy are pretty well
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filled : for if they should leave me, a fresh swarm would
take their places, and I should not have a drop of blood
left in my whole body.

MoraL.—Itis botter to endure a less evil, than, by seek-
ing to Yemove it, involve oursolves in & greator.

Favir 189.—The Countryman and the Hawk.

A country fellow caught a Hawk in the eager pursuit
of ‘wyigeon. The Hawk pleaded hard for herselt, de-
claring that she never did the countryman any harm ;
and therefore hoped that he would do her none.  'Well,
said the countryman, and pray what wrong did the pi-
geon ever do toyou? You must expect to be treated
yourself as you would have treated the pigeon. Alus for
me! cried the Ilawk, I have, it is true, met with my
deserved fate from an enemmas much too strong for me
as I was for the innocent pigeon. I doubt not, however,
th¥t <y a little time the pigeon will be in the same con-
dition, as she has ouly escaped from one devourer to
another.

Monrarn.—There are some characters, who will not tol-
erate oppression, except when cxercised by themsclves;
and who grievously complain when they receive what thoy
have freely measured out to others.

FansLe 190.—T%e Swallo.w Emd the Spider.

A Spider, that envied a Swallow ocatching flies,
thought he would put an end® to his amusement, by
working a net to catch swalldws, particularly as they
were encroaching on his rights. The birds without the
least difficulty broke through the nets, and carried them
off in triumph. Well% said the Spider, I perceive that
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bird-catching is not so easy as I fancied it was. I think
T had better attend to my old trade of catching flies
again.

Morar.—To attempt things beyond our ability, is to
labor in vain.

Fasre 191.—The Swan and the Stork.

A Stork that was present at the song .of a dying
Swan, told her that it was contrary to nature*o sing
gso much out of season; and asked her the reason of
such strange conduct. Why, repliéd the Swan, I am
now entering into a state where I shall no longer be in
danger of snares, guns, or hunger ; and who would not
rejoice at such a deliverance ?

MonAL.—:Doath is not terrible to those who have a
hope of future happiness.

~

Fasre 192.—The Hedgehog and the Snake.

A Snake was prevailed upon, in a severe winter, to
take a Hedgehog into his cell: but when he was once
in, the place was so narrow, that the prickles of the
Hedgehog were very troublesome to his companion ; so
that the Snake told him he must needs provide for him-
self somewhere else, for the hole was not big enough to
hold them both. Why then, said the Hedgehog, he
that cannot stay, will do well to depart. I am contented
wigkny quarters; and «f you are not comfortable, you
have free liberty to remote where you please and when
you please.

MorarL.—Wae should be ca,reftﬂ how we form igtimacies
with strangers, and particularly with suspicious characters.,
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FaBLE 193.—The Gnat and the Bee.

A Gnat, half-starved with cold and hunger, went out
one frosty morning to a bee-hive, to beg charity ; and
offered to teach mugic in the Bee’s family for her board
and lodging. The Bee very civilly desired to be ex-
cused ; f6?, said she, I bring up all my children to my
own trade, that they may be able to get their living by
their industry: and I am sure I am right; for I see to
what thaf music, which you would teach my children,
"Infs brought you !

MoraL.—Industry ought to be diligently inculcated on
the minds of children of all ranks and degrees. Industri-

ous and virtuous habits are more desirable than vain and
useless accomplishments.

FasLe 194.—The Lion, the Ass, and the Hare.

It happened that, when a war broke out between the
bizds and the beasts, the Lion summoned all his faith-
fth;bjects to appear in arms at a certain time and
place. Among the multitude that appeared at the place
of rendezvous, were many Asses and Ilares, whom the
commanders were for turning off as utterly unfit for
service. When the matter was brought before his ma-
jesty, he said to his officers, Do not mistake your-
selves, the Asses will make excellent trumpeters, and
the Hares will not be less serviceable as couriers.

Moran,—There is no member* of a political body so
mean as to be of no account, _

———

FaBLE 195.—The Pigeons and the Haw

A civil war once raged among the Hawks: and the
innocent Pigeons, who were safe while these feuds lasted,
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from motives of pity and benevolence, sent their de-
puties and mediators to make them friends again; but
no sooner was the quarrel ended among themseclves,
than they fell to their former cruelties of destroyinw
the Pigeons, who, too late, found out their error in hav-
ing united a common enemy to their own ruir.

Morarn.—It is dangcrous to meddle with'the quarrelg
of the wicked. These quarrels frequently so engage them
as to prevent them from injuring the good..

K4

FABLE 196.—Dcat// ﬁcljﬂ_—bﬂ ﬁn_‘

As Death was taking his r
commissionsy he called on an old maty
to prepare immediately to ‘follow him.
felt greatly surprised at so sudden a warramt,
ged to be excused, saying, that it was a long ]oumegr and
an important affair, and that it would require consider-
able time to arrange hLis concerns, and make his will.
Why, said Death, you have had warning enough, one
would think, to prepare before this time. Ilave you not
had daily examples of meortality before your eyes in
your own family, and in people of all sorts, of all ages,
and of all degrees ? And were they not all by far your
juniors? Is not the death of others a memento suf-
ficient to make you think of your own ? What did you
think of the severe fever 3 you had ten years ago ? What
were your thoughts of the bowel-complamt you had
five years after? Remember that only last year you
had a paralytic stroke. And did you not consider, that
after all these warnings I should come myself ? Let me
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have no more of your excuses, but pack up and come
with me. '

Morar.—However we may put off the thought of death,
he will at length make his appearance.

Fanre 197. —Industry and Sloth.

An idle fellow was once asked, what made him lie in
bed so long ? Why, said he, I am occupied in hearing
g causes every morning. As soon as I awake in the
morning, I have fwo persons at ‘my -bed-side, whose
names are Industrysand Sloth : one shows cause why I
should rise,cthe other “pleads hard against it; and so
they give me twenty reasons Why I should get up, and
as many why I should not. It is the duty of a just
Judge to hear what can be said on both sides ; and by
/the time the“eause is over, iMis time to go to breakfast.
Mon AL—We ought not to spend our daysin deliberating.
what Yo do, “without coming to any resolution.

Fasir 198.—The Cock and the Fox.

A Fox, spying a Cock at roost in a tree with his fa-
vorite hens, and wishing to get him down, asked him
if he had heard the news. What news ? said the Cock.
Why, replied the Fox, there is a general peace con-
cluded among all living creatures; and not one is to
presume, upon pain of deathy dérectly or indirectly to
hurt another. The best tidings in the world ! said the
Cock ; and at the same tinge the Cock stretched out
his neck, as if he were looking at something at a dis-
tance. 'What are you*peeping at ? said the Fox. No-
thing particular, except a couple of great dogs yonder,
that are coming thig way as hard as they can chase.
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‘Why then, thought the Fox, it is time to be jogging.
‘Where are you going ? said the Cock; will not the
general peace secure you? Ay, quoth the Fox, so it
ought ; but if these savage curs should not have heard
of the proclamatiow, I shall have but little mercy :—so0
away he scampered.

Morar.—~Reports are to be judged of by the characters of
those who circulate them,

FasrLe 199.—Boys and Frogs.

A number of playful and mischievous Boys were
watching Frogs at the side of a tank, and amusing
themselves by pelting them with stones as fast as they
put their heads above water. At last, a learned and
grave Frog of the number, ventured to address them by
saying, Children, you never consider, that though this
may be play ta,you, it is death to us. _

Morar,.—That must be an unfeeling mind which derives
pleasure from the destruction of others.

FaBLE 200.—The Frogs and the Bulls.

. A Frog, who was witnessing a desperate conflict be~
tween two Bulls, cried out to his companions, What
will become of us now ? 'Why, replied one of his friends,
what are the Bulls tc the Frogs, or the lakes to the
meadows ? Very muchy; I can assure you, said the Frog
again; for he that conquers will very probably take
shelter in the fens, and,then we may be trodden to
atoms ; wherefore, for my part, I will get as far from
them as I can,

Morar.—The common people suffer from the disputes
of the great. . ‘
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Fasre 201.—The Hare and the Sparrow.

A Hare, being seized by an eagle, screamed out in
a most woeful manner. A, Sparrow, that was sitting
on a_tree close by, could not reiram from using his wit,
by saying to the Hare, What, sit there and be killed !
‘Why not run off and make good use of your legs? So
swift a creature as you are, can easily escape from an
eagle. ' /s the Sparrow was going on with his raillery,
-rlown came a hawk and carried him off in his claws,
and, notwithstanding his bitter cries and lamentations,
very soon devourdd him. The poor Ilare, who was just
expiring, addressed her last words to the Sparrow, say-
ing, You, who so lately insulted my misfortunes with so
much severity, will perhaps show us how well you can
bear them now they have come upon yourself.

MoraL.—As we know nothwhat evils mafr befall our-
selves, it is very unbecoming to mock others,

Fasre 202,—Two den and o Halter.

“ A poor disconsolate man, being quite destitute of
money, credit, or friends, determined to hang himself;
and having provided himself with a halter and a hook,
began to drive the hook into an old wall to fasten the
cord to. While the poor fellow was hammering the
hook, down came a great stone, sand a pot of money
along with it. The fellow immediately dropped the
hulter. and ran away, well pl.eased with his good for-
tune. He was no sooner gone than the man who had
hid the money came #o give his pot of gold a visit;

byt figding all his riches gone, and out of all pa,tience
at his loss, he took up, the halter, and hanged himself



96

with it ; having no other comfort then this, that For-
tune had saved him the expense of buying a cord.

Morarn.—The love of money may well be called the root

of all evil, if men are desperate without it and miserable
with it, -

FaBLE 203.—The Mountebank and the Bear.

A Quack, while exposing his recipes and ~medicines
upon a stage, was surrounded with a very numerow=s
and attentive crowd, till a Bear being led that way with
a ring through his nose, they all qlitted the moun-
tebank to run after the Bear; who, addressing himself
to the rabble, said, Hark ye, my friends; [ am glad
to see you so merry at my being led like a fool by the
nose; but pray, let us laugh at one another by turns;
for you are ied as much by the ears by the mounte-
bank, as I am by the nose by my keeper. =

Morar.—We are all too much led by our senses=uad
too little by our judgment.

Fasre 204.—Flattery indulged.

The base and sordid vice of Flattery had long reigned
in the world with impuuity ; till, at last, a rigorous
decree was passed by all the gods, ordering the crime to
be punished with death; and commissioners were named
to see the law put int¢ execution. Six months passed
away, and Flattery wus us bold and active as ever, and
yet there was not one complaint against it. Spies and
informers were diligently set to work, who at last
brought an author before the court as a delinquent, for
having too highly commended tle qualities of a certain
great courtier while he was known to be utterly. desti-
tute of wit, honor, virtue, and the like. The prisoner.
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confessed that he had indeed attributed those virtues to
the gentleman ; and appealed to himself whether he had
wronged him or not ? The courtier not only acquitted
the man, but condemned the scandalous practice of the
court itself, in making that to be flattery which was
no more than truth and justice. The commission was
therefore discharged ; for they found it utterly imprac-
ticable to punish a fault which no one would either
=acknowledge or complain of.

MorarL.—The disposition of men to receive fla ttery, is
tho cause of so mlgeh being given.

FasLe 205.—The Restive Ilorse and Lis Rider.

A restive horse that used to start at his own sha-
dow, was once expostulated with by his,rider, in a
serious and pathetical,manﬁer. ‘What is it that alarms
you ? said the rider: it is nothing more than a sha-
dow that you see, which has no power to harm you, or
to stop you in your journey. You do well to upbraid
me in this manner! replied the Horse ; for I have often
perceived that you are more terrified with ghosts and
apparitions than I am with shadows. If I am afraid of
what I can see, you are afraid of what you never saw,
but have only heard of.

MoraL.—It is common for us te blame others for what
we practise ourselves.

Fasre 206.—The 120.g and his Master.

A watchful dog was once taken to task by his Mas-
ter, for barking in the night at every one that came
within hearing. Sir, said the Mastiff, it is out of the
zeal I have for your service ; and although I bark at

1
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every one I hear, when you tell me I should only bark
at a dishonest man, I dare say, as it is, I bark right
nine times in ten.

MorarL.—Too great a dependence on men often proves
ruinous. B

Fapre 207.—The Ass and the Imaga:

As an Ass was carrying an Image in procession, the
people fell down “upon their knees before him. The
silly animal began to erect bis ears ard look great, fan-
cying that the people worshipped him all this while ;
until one put him right, by saying, Friend, you are the-
very same beast with this burden upon your back, that
you were before you took it up ; and it is not to the
brute they bow, but to the ‘mage.

Morar.—The ignorant frequently attribute to them-
selves the hionors ascribed to others.

Fasue 208.—The Dog and the Cat.

Never were two creatures on better terms than a
Dog and a Cat who were brought up in the same house
from a pup and a kitten ; they were so kind, playful,
and diverting, that it was half the entertainment of the
family to witness the gambols and tricks that passed
between them. 1t was gbserved, however, that at meal-
times, when a bone or any scraps were thrown to
them, they would snarl and spit at one another, like
the worst of foes. '

MorarL.—Self-interest is the frultful source of disputes.
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FasrLe 209.—The Mastiff and the Ass.

A huge Mastiff, and an Ass laden with bread, were
upon a long journey together. They both became very
hungry ; and while the Ass was grazing upon thistles
by the wayside, the Dog pleaded hhrd for seme of the
bread which he carried. 4+ The Ass replied, that what
he carried was not his own, and he had no power to
dispose of any of it. In a short time up came a wolf
towards them. The Ass began to tremble, and told
the Dog he hoped he would protect him, if the wolf
should set upon him. No, said the Dog, they that will
eat alone ought to fight alone: and so he left his
fellow traveller to the mercy of the wolf.

MoraL.—A rigid adherence to duty sometimes expges
to dangor and death.

Fasre 210.—T%he Woman and Peath. 3

"X“¥ood woman was exceedingly alarmed for fear of
losing her husband, who was sick and given over by the
physicians ; and nothing would satisfy the woman, but
Death must needs take her instead of her husband. She
called and prayed, and prayed and called, till at last
Death presented himself, in a horrible shape, at her
elbow. She very oivilly dropped him a courtesy, and
said, Pray, sir, do not mistake ; the person you are
come for, lies sick before you. .

Moran.—Whatever professions we make to our friends
and relatives, we shall find that sélf-love is a ruling principle.

Fasre 211.—TFhe Wolf and the Sick Ass.

A Wolf made a visit to an Ass that lay ill of a violent
fever. He felt his pulse very tenderly, and said, Pray,

12
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my good friend, whereabouts is your greatest pain?
Oh, gently, said the Ass, it pricks me in the very
place where you lay your finger! +

MorarL.—The cold visits of friends in the time of trouble
aro often as painful'as the trouble itself, and somotimes
more 80,

FasLe 212.— TVe Discontented. Ass.”

An Ass, in a very severe winter, wished for a little
warm weather, and a mouthful of fyesh grass to feed
on, in exchange for dry straw and a cold lodging. In
time the warm weather and the fresh grass came on;
but so much toil and business came with it, that the
Ass soon became as weary of the spring as he was of
the winter. Ile next desu'e(l to see summer, and when
that came, found his toil anll drudgery greater than in
the spring. Ho then fancied hLe should never be well
till autumn came: but what with carrying a[fies,
grapes, fuel, winter provisions, and other things, he
found himself in greater trouble than ever. After going -
through the year in a course of restless labor, his last
prayer was for winter again, that he might take up his
rest where he began his complaint.

Morar.—The life of the unsteady is spentin vain wishes
and discontent,

”

-

FasLe 213.—The Boar and the Fox.

As a Boar was whetting his tusks against a tree, up
came a Fox to him. + Pray, what do you mean by that?
said he. I do it, replied the Boa¥, to be in readiness in
case of an attack. But, answered the Fox; I see no
reason for it ; for there is no enerxy near you. Well,
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said the Boar, I see great occasion for it ; for, when I
come to be attacked, it will be too late for me to be
sharpening my teeth when I should be fighting.

Moran.—Ho that is in danger from enemies, should be
constantly on his guard and well prepfred.

FanLe gl‘l.—TIw Wolf and the Porcupine.

A Wolf desired to become more intimate with a Por-
cupine, if he could only get him disarmed of his quills ;
he therefore told the Porcupine, that it did not look
well for people, in time of peace, to go armed, as if they
were in a state of war. Therefore, said he, lay your
quills aside, and take them up when needed. Do you
talk of a state of war? answered the Porcupine ; why,
that is my present case, ayd the very reason why I
should stand to my arms : for am I not in the company
of.g Yolt'?

Morar.—We should be careful how we surrender our
arms to an enemy, and leave oursclves at his discretion.

Fasre 215.—The Coxcomb and the Philosopher.

A certain pragmatical blustering Coxcomb paid a
visit to a Philosopher, whom he found all alone, deeply
engaged in study. The Coxcqmb expressed his sur-
prise and astonishment, saying that he wondered how
he could be happy to live in so dull a place, and to
pass so solitary a lifo. Slr replied the I’Iuloeopher,
you are exceedingly mlsta.ken, for I was in the best
and most cheerful company until you came in. ¥

Morar.—It is more profitable to converse with the
learned dead, than with the ignorant who are living.
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FasiLe 216.—The two Travellers.

A splenetic and a facctious man once travelled to-
gether. Heavily the former went on, with a thousand
cares and troubles in his head, exclaiming over and over,
What shall I do t6 live ? The other stepped cheerfully
on, and left his cares to Providence and gcod fortune.
Well, brother, said his sorrowful companion, how can
you be so gay and light ¥ for my heart is ready to break
for fear I should want bread. Come, come, said the
other, never despair; I have fixed my resolution, and
my mind is at rest. Ay, but for all that, answered the
other, I have known the confidence of more resolute
people than yourself, fail in the end. The poor man
fell into another fit of doubting and fearing, till he
started out all on a sudden, and said, Good sir ! what,
if I should becomo blind ! ahd so he walked a good dis-
tance before hig companion with his eyes shut, to try
how he should manage if that misfortune shoald sefull
him. In the interim his fellow-traveller, who followed
him, found a purse of money on the road, which amply
rewarded his trust in Providence ; whereas the other
missed the good fortune as a punishment for his dis-
trust ; for the purse would have been his, if he had
kept his eyes open.

Morarn.—He who commits himself to Providence, is sure
of a friend in time of need.

FanLe 217.—'1'.110 Undutitul Lion.
Among other good counsels that an old Lion gave
to his whelp, was the following,: that he should never

contend against man, as he would never be sucqessful.
The young Lion heard the advice ¢f his father, and laid
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it up in his mind, but not in his heart. When the young
Lion had come to maturity, and was in the full flower of
his strength, he commenced ranging the country with
the hope of meeting with a man. In his rambles the
first thing he met with, was a yoke %f oxen ; after that
with a lLorse; but upon their saying that they were not
men, he let them, go and made his way to a man who
was cleaving Ylocks. Do you hear ? said the Lion, you
seem to be a man. And a man I am, said the fellow.
That is well, cried the Lion ; and durst you fight with
me ? Yes, replied-the man, I dare ; I can tear all these
blocks to pieces. IPut your foot into this gap, where
you sce an iron bar, and try what you can do. The Lion
presently put his paw into the opening of the wood, and
with one pull the wedge gave way, and the wood imme-
diately closing, the Lion was caught by th® paw. The
woodman Immediately raised the neighborhood: the
Lian, tinding ho was in a strait, gave a ‘strong pull and
got his foot out of the trap, but left his claws behind ;
and away he went back to his father, lame and bloody,
with this confession in his mouth: Alas! my dear
father, said he, this had never happened to me if I had
followed your advice. +

Moxrarn.—Disobedient children generally fall into mis-
chiet, and repent when it is too late.

YauvLe 218.—Jupitey and the Farmer.

A dissatisfied Farmer petitioned Jupiter to give him
the entire management of the weather. Jupiter, to pun-
ish the fellow for his presumption, granted his request,
so that he had heat and cold, calms and winds, wet and
-dry, at his pleasure. ® The poor man had so little judg-



104

ment in directing the seasons, that he had sometimes
too much rain, and sometimes too much sun, so that
nothing prospered with him ; and, while all his neigh-
bors had excellent crops, he had to complain of de-
struction through' blight and mildew. DBeing fully
convinced of his error and presumption, he very hum-
bly supplicated Jupiter to take the manftgemcnt of the
seasons into his own hands as before. , »

Monran.—It is well for us that Providence graciously
refuses to grant many of our requests.

FanLe 219.—Joy and Sorrow.

Joy and Sorrow, two twin sisters, once disputed
vehemently who should have the preference ; and being
unable to décide the matter,'left it to Miuos to dcter-
mine. He tried all means to make them agree and go
hand in hand together, as loving sisters oughts <Gut
finding his counsel had no effect upon them, he decreed
that they should bo linked together with a chain ; and
that they should be perpetually treading upon each
other’s heels, when it would not matter which went
foremost.

Moravn.—In this state of probation and trial, we find
good and evil continually succeeding each other.

FasLe 220.—The Qountryman and the Ass.

As a Countryman, in tha time of war, was grazing
his Ass in a meadow, there was a sudden alarm that
the enemy was just at hand. The man called out to
the beast in a terrible fright, Gallop off as fast as you
can, or we shall be taken by the snemy. Well, quoth.
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the Ass, and what if we should be taken ? I can only
be a slave, wherever I am : so that, taken or not taken,
it is all one to me.

Monar.—It is prudent so to beha.ve in prosperity as to
securo friends in adversity.

Fanre 221.—The Seamen praying to Swints.

In a violent tempest at sea, a Seaman took notice
that most of the crew were praying severally to so many
Saints. Iave a cere, messmates, said he, what you do;
for, what if we should all be drownecd now before the
Saints can present your petition ! Would it not be bet-
ter than going so far about, to pray to IIim who can
save us at once without the assistance of others ?

MoraL.—If we wish our #ffairs to be condwected proper-
1y, we must attend to them oursclves, and not by proxy.

Fasre 222.—An Impracticable League.

The Deasts entered into a league with the Fishes
against the Birds. The war was declared; but the
Fishes, instead of sending their quota, sent their
excuse, that they were not able to march by land.

Moran.—Unnatural and uncqual contracts terminate in
disappointment. .

Fasre 223.—Age to be honored.

A pert and conceited youngster happened to meet an
old man, whose age and infirmity had brought his body
almosf to the shape of a bow. Pray, father, said the
_youth, will you sell your bow ? Save your money, you
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fool, replied the hoary head ; for when you come to my
years, you shall have such a bow for nothing.

Morar.—Nothing betrays greater meanness and ignor-
ance than disrespect to the aged.

FasrLe 224.—Tle Bear and the Bees.

A Bear was once g0 enraged at the sting of a singlo
Bee, that he ran furiously into the bee-garden, and
overturned all the hives out of revenge. This outrage
brought the little army in multitudes upon him; and
when he was almost stung to death, he began to think
how much more advisable it had been to pass over one
injury, than by an evil passion to provoke a thousand.

Morar.—It is better to beat a trifling insult from an in-
dividual, than draw down the anger of a whole community.

Fanre 225.—The Iluntsman and the Currier.

A Huntsman told a Cwrier, that he should go out
the next day to kill a bear, and would scll him the
skin. The Curier agreed to pay him his price, and
went out the next day with the Huntsman to the chase,
and mounted a tree, where he might see the sport. The
1luntsman advanced vory bravely up to the don where
the bear lay, and sent in his dogs. The bear rushed out
immediately, and the man, missing his aim, was over-
turned. The fellow lay very stxll and held his breath
as if he were dead. The bear put his nose close to him,
and thinking the man was a dead.body, left him.

‘When the bear was gone, and the danger over, down
came the Currier from the tree, and bade the Hunts~
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man rise. Well, my friend, said the Currier, the bear
whispered something in your ear ; what was it, pray ?
Oh, said the Huntsman, he bade me be careful for the
future, to make sure of the bear before I sell his skin.

Morarn.—~We should be careful notsto undertake more
than wo are able to perform.

Fasre 226.— The Old Man, his Son, and the Ass.

An old man and a little boy were driving an Ass be-
fore them to the, next market for sale, when the first
person they met with on the road, sneeringly said to
them, What, have you no more sense than to be trudg-
ing so many miles without making usc of the ass?
"The good man, being very desirous to please every body,
sct his son on the ass; buty to his great assonishment,
the first traveller they met with, thus reproached the
lad,s Youwsindolent urchin, to be riding, while your poor
gray-headed father is slaving behind you. The old man
was greatly distressed to hear the people abuse his son
as they went along ; and to satisfy them, he took him
down {rom the ass, and mounted himself, full of hope
that the world would be pleased wigh the change. DBut
they had not gone far, before the travellers on the road
began to pour forth volleys of abuse on the old fellow
for suilering his poor child to tros after him, while he
was comfortably seated on thesass. +Well, said the
old man to himself, I find it more difficult to please the
folks than I thought. 4 I will, fowever, take the lad up
behind me, and surely all the world will approve of this
measure. DBut they were no sooner on the back of the
animal,then the passengers on the road inquired of the
*old fellow whether the ass were his own or not, for it



108

.

did not appear 5o, to see the creature laden in that
manner. The old man, still willing to please everybody,
was greatly concerned to know what plan he should try
next : for, if I show kindness to the ass, to my son, or
to myself, there is no pleasing the people or escaping
reproach. We have only another resource left, which
is, to bind the ass and carry him to market; so that,
instead of being laughed at by the multitude, we shall
have cverybody commending us. Tle thing was no
sooner said than done ; and away they went, with the
ass fastened to a long pole on their shoulders. Dut the
novelty of the scene so much astonished and amused
the market folks, that they had all the rabble of the
town after their heels, ridiculing and hooting them at
every step, until the poor old man was so enraged with
trying to please a dissatisfipd world, that he threw the
ass into the river, and made the best of his way home,
resolving that he would never attempt to satisfy the
whims of a world which nobody can please.

Morar.—He who endeavors to please every one, will
please no one.

Fasre 227.—Jupiter and the two DBags.

When Jupiter first made man, he gave him two bags,
one for his neighbors’ faults, which he directed should
be thrown behind him; the other for his own, which
he ordered should be carried before him, and always
kept in view. But the man, in*spite of the directions
and strict charge he had received, threw his own bag
behind hin}, and carried his peighbors’ before, and-
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80 became quick-sighted to his neighbors’ faults, and
blind to his own..

MoraL.—We observe our neighbors’ failings more
readily than our own.

TFasLe 228.—The Merchant and the Mariner.

A merchant at sea asked a captain what death his
father died. 1le told him, that his father, his grand-
father, and his great-grandfather, were all drowned.
‘Well, said the merchant, and are not you afraid of
being drowned t60 ¥ Pray, said the captain, what death
did your father, grandfather, and great-grandfather die ?
Why, they all died in their beds, said the merchant.
Very good, said the bold mariner, and why should 1
be any more afraid of goipg to sca, than. you are of
going to bed ?

Mograx. —\Vlulo engaged in our lawful -callings, though
dan gorous we may confidently rely onthe providenco of God.

Fasie 229.—The Eagle, the Cat, and the Sow.

An Eagle, a Cat, and a Sow, were bred in a wood
together. The Eagle built her nest at the top of a high
oak, the Cat kittened in the hollow trunk of it, and the
Sow had her litter in a hole at the root. The Cat, set
upon mischief, went with her tate to the Eagle : Your
majesty had better look to yourself, said Puss, for there
is most certainly a plot against you, ‘gnd perhaps upon
poor me tog ; for yonder bqw is continually grubbing
every day at the root of our tree, and will bring it down
at last, and then yout little ones and mine must all pe-
rish. « As soon as she had excited jealousy in the breast
- of the Eagle, away she went to the Sow : Little do you
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think, said she, what danger your darlings are in : there
is an Eagle constantly watching on this tree to make a
prey of your pigs; and as soon as ever you are out of
the way, she will certainly execute her design. The
Cat immediately returned to her kittens again, keeping
herself upon her guard all day, as if she were afraid, and
stole out only at night to provide for her family. The
Eagle would not stir for fear of the Sow ; and the Sow
durst not move for fear of the Eagle : so that they kopt
themselves upon their guard till they weroe starved, and
left the care of their children to Puss and her kittens.

Moran.—There can be no peace in any state or family,
where whisperers and tale-bearers are encouraged.

Fasre 230.—The Rustic and the River.

A rustic clown, who was sent to market by his mo-
ther with butter and cheese, stopped at a river that he
had to pass over, and laid himself down on the bank,
intending to cross as soon as all the water had passed
by. The stupid fellow waited till midnight, and find-
ing the stream as deep and as rapid as ever, returncd
home to his mother with his butter and cheese. Well,
son, said the mother, where have you been all this time,
and how is it you have not sold the goods? Why,
mother, said the idiot, the river has been running all
day, and I have been waiting in vain till this moment,
expecting the flood would run out and I should cross
dryshod.

Morar,—Wae are not to expoct that naturo will alter
hor course to pleaso our idle fancieg.
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FasLe 231.—The Arbitrary Eagle.

There was once a dispute among the feathered tribe,
which of them was the most beautiful. The Eagle had
so much to say of the beauty of her plumes, and ex-
pressed Herself with so much confidence and dignity,
that the birds were compelled, through fear, to yield
the palm to her majesty. Yes, said the gay and disap-
pointed Peacock, we must all acknowledge the splen-
dor of your appearance, while your handsome beak and
elegant talons make it death to dispute with you.

Moxrar.—TFlattery to the great generally takes its rise
from fear.

Fanre 232.—The ‘Imprudcmt Landiord.

A foolish Landlord who was just come td the posses-
sion of a wise man’s estate, ordered all the bushes and
hodwcs abbut the vineyard to be rooted up, because
they produced no fruit. The consequence was, that
his grounds were soon overrun both by man and beast,
and completely desolated. Ile was at last convinced
of his folly in removing a useful defence, and in ex-
pecting grapes from brambles.

Morarn.—It is as important to preserve propérty as to
acquire it.

Favvr 233.—The Bull and the Gnal.

A vain Gnat éhanced to ljght on the horn of a Bull,
and very civilly begged pardon for being so trouble-
some. Dut rather thdn incommode you, said the Gnat,
by my weight, I will remove, should you request it. O
you need not trouble syourself, replied the Bull, for I

R
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did not feel when you came, neither shall I be’ sensxble
when you remove.

Mozrar.—Some poople, truly insignificant, fancy them-
selves to be of great importance.

Fasre 234.—The Traveller and the Grasshoppers.

A petulant Traveller, one sultry day, as he rode
along, was so offended with the noise of Grasshoppers,
that, in great wrath, ho alighted from his horse, and
resolved to destroy them all. He commenced stamping
upon some and whipping others the whole of the day,
and by evening he had so fatigued himself, that he was
forced to tie his horse to a tree, and lic down among
the chirping insects, with whose noise he had been so
grievously ddended.

"MorAar.—He cwho expects and ondeavors to hve thhout
annoyance, will expect and labor in vain. -

FasLe 235.—The Eagle and the Rabbits.

An Eagle darted upon a nest of Rabbits, and carried
them off to her young. The mother of the Rabbits ad-
jured her, in the name of all those powers that watch
over the innocent and the oppressed, to have compas-
sion upon her miserakle children : but, instead of re-
garding the cry of the fond mother, she tore them -to
pieces. The Rabbits united in making, common cause
of it, and began to undermine the tree where the Eagle
had her towering nest. The tree on the first blast of wind,
came to the ground, nest and eagles together. Some
of them -were killed by the fall, and the rest were de-
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voured by birds and beasts of prey, in sight of the in-
jured mother of the Rabbits.

Morar.—Oppressors are frequently paid in their own
coin.

FasLe 236.—The Partridges and the Spaniel.

A covey of Partridges, through fear of sportsmen and
poachers, entered into an agreement with a Setter,” that
they should show each other acts of mutual friendship.
The Setter consented, on his part, that none of his
faithful canine tribe should ever hurt them; for they
Lad loug ago resolved among themsclves, that whenever
they came within scont of the feathered race, they
would not advance another step, but would fix them-
selves as still as a statue, Some time after tho articles
were signed and conﬁrmed; the covey spiedl their fa-
vorite Spanicl with his master sporting jin the fields.
The deg:ade a sudden stand, according to agreement,
‘and the poor birds were overjoyed to see the cur so
true to the covenant. But they did not consider that
the same signal answered more favorably for the fowler
than for themseclves.

Moxrar.—Agreemonts made without a right undorstand-
ing on both sides, cannot be permanent.

Fasir 237.—4 Lame Man tnd a Blind Man.

_A blind man and a lame mah,*who were neighbors,
bhad engagements which calledsthem to the same place,
some miles distant from their kabitations. They agreed
1o assist each other : the blind man was to ﬁnd legs
and shoulders to carry his lame friend ; the lame man,
having his sight, was to direct the other which way to
*go. By this means *they comfortably supplied each
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other’s defects, and safely reached their journey’s end,
and returned home again when their business was done.

MoraL.—Providence has so wisely ordered matters in

this life, that no ono, however insignificant, is m,cessanly
useless.

FauLe 238.—The three Pretended Penitents.

A Wolf, a Fox, and an Ass, fell into a strong fit of
repentance for all the evils they had committed, and
were resolved to confess their sins to one another.

I confess said the Wolf, that omce in hot blood, I
killed a goodly fat sow: but she descrved it; for the un-
natural brute had twclve pigs which she left starving
in the stye, while she was stuffing herself with acorns
in a mneighboring wood : so that to kill her, was the
greatest clirity in the world, as I thought, since it
would put the poor pigs out of their pain; and upon
that consideration alone, I dispatched ther: ib:ewise.
Ah'! said the Wolf, with tcafs in her eycs, I am grieved
when I think of it. Comfort thy tender heart, honest
friend, said the Fox; for thou hadst a good intention
in punishing the sow for leaving her young, and no less
so in putting an end to the misery of the poor mo-
therless pigs. ~

For my part acknowledged the Fox, I have been a
wicked sinner in my fime ; for, among other depreda-
tions, 1 once scized uporr a stately cock, as he was crow-
ing among the hens, and snapped off hishead. Indeed
he provoked me to it by bis insufferable insolence and
noise; for he was always strutting, crowing, and making
such a disturbance, that not one of his neighbors could
sleep for him. But, what added to my crime, (if it
may be called a crime), the fodiish hens set up such a
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-cackling and screaming, that in my own defence,—Ju-
piter forgive me!—I was forced to serve them in the
same way. After this confession, he set up a howl of
lamentation for all his misdeeds. Peace, peace, good
Reynard, said the Wolf; you did juftice to the proud
and crowing cock ; and what you did to the hens, was
in your own defence : and, for my part, I cannot see
how an honest Fox could do otherwise.

- Thus the Wolf and the Fox acquitted each other.
The Ass’s confession came, next. X must confess, said
he, that I drew g little sji'aw: out of the saddle of my
master who was a groom ; and he caught a severe.cold
through it: but'T was ready to starve for hunger ; pray
deal metrcifully by me. Dost thou talk of merey ? eried

fthe Wolf : why it might have cost the man his life, thou

villain! Very true, declare@the Fox, I nevwlir knew a
more flagrant picce of wickedness in my, life! And so
they, boi.Jell on, and tore the miserable Ass to picces.

MoraL.—Who shall escdpe when the wickod become
judges of thoir own characters and of the conduct of others ?

FasrLe 239.—The disappointed Milkmaid.

As a country lass was carrying a pail of milk on her
head to market, she began to build castles in the air.
As sho was thinking of the milk Which she had on her
head, she began to calculate whab it would come to by
a little careful management. The milk will certainly
soll for so much ready money, and with that money I
“can purchase so many eggs, which, in a short time, will
make me possessor of a*number of chicks, and then I
am sure,of a noble establishment of poultry. The poul-
dry, when sold, will easily make me mistress of a pig,
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which, when well fed, will soon become a fat hog.
The hog, when sold, will enable me to bargain for a cow
and a calf: and then,—ah! happy thought,—I shall
be attended with swecthearts enough. The delightful
thought caused the girl to give a bound with her head,
which unfortunately upset her pail, milk and all; and
with them swam away cow, calf, pig, fowls, eggs, mo-
ney, and, alas! swecthearts and all. '

Morar.—THhosd who amuse themselves with imaginary
prospects, may expect disappointment.

























